From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 10:30:57 1994 
From: JosephWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: "Projects" 


>>> 
I think that's a sign of a true tube radio lover. You either 
can't pass up the bargains so you buy ‘em to restore "“eventually,"; you 


buy a lot because you want one or two included items; you are a beginner 
and can't resist YET ANOTHER heavy, metal, painted, perforated, glowing 
wonder! 

>>> 


Several of those fit me perfectly. Though not a beginner, I cannot resist YET 
ANOTHER beautiful, glowing, heavy metal radio, and buy it to ‘eventually' be 
restored. 


The SX-100 I have will require quite a bit of work - must eventually repair 
the case and clean off some sort of poster paint type substance on the front 
panel. WI11 require the normal interior cleanup, too. 


My HQ-180 is the AX model with the crystal bank in place of the clock. Also 
includes the noise blanker. It has no case, but was fitted with a rack mount 
bracket, and came for the New Orleans coast guard station. The front panel is 
very worn in spots. 


I now have two HQ-215s on the way. Have been trying to get one of these for 
years, but seem to call a day late when one appeared in the yellow sheets, 
etc. and never have seen one at a hamfest. I am really excited about getting 
these. They were sold as a pair, with one described to be in excellent 
physical and electrical shape and the other electrically OK but with 
Significant front panel problems. 


I just got a Heath Senenca and a SB-110. Those are my priority so that I can 
get on 6 Mtr AM and SSB. The SB-110 is coming along fine, but the Seneca may 
require some work. There is evidence of some extensive exposure to moisture. 
Don't know how this affected the set. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 12:30:29 1994 
From: "Ferranti Rick" <ferranti_rick@atc.11.mit.edu> 
Subject: 5 yrs ER, Heath AT-1, AC-1, S-2 for Trade 


Here are some trading items the ba group may be interested in: 


- First five years (60 issues) of Electric Radio. All original except for 


no.1, which is a ER-produced copy. 


- Heathkit AT-1 transmitter with matching AC-1 antenna coupler. AT-1 is the 
earliest model, in good shape, has a small pilot light (looks stock) and 1/8" 
hole mini-spot switch added, both near on-off switch. Nice shape inside. 
Matching AC-1 antenna coupler accessory is very very nice, excellent condition, 
no mods, original screws, looks professionally wired. 


- Vintage Heathkit model S-2 electronic scope switch. Very old style Heath, 
with same early-fifties knobs as AT-1. 


As usual, these ain't for sale; I'll trade for nice, old telegraph keys. 


Rick Ferranti WA6NCX 
remler@1l1l.mit.edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 11:53:03 1994 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
Subject: 872A mercury vapor rectifiers 


I borrowed a *BIG* pick-em-up truck and commandeered an unsuspecting friend 
and went down to Wilmington to pick up the Johnson Desk Kilowatt last 
Friday. We took a side trip to spend a few hours wandering around the 
battleship North Carolina (wow - I wonder if any 16" gun turrets ever show 
up at federal surplus auctions ??). 


Anyway, the Desk KW (and 75A-2, 75A-4, NC-183, R-390, Ranger, and Valiant - 
this guy wanted to get rid of it all) is now safely tucked away in my basement. 
(and most of my last paycheck is safely tucked away in his wallet!) 


I had to pull out the RF deck, mod xfmr, plate xfmr, and plate choke to carry 
them separately down to the basement otherwise my wife and I'd never been 
able to get the damn thing out of the truck. (Yep, she not only allowed 

me to bring it home, she even helped unload - I ama lucky guy). 


So with that much removed, I decided to remove all the rest of the power 
supply and modulator stuff so I could clean out the accumulated dirt, spider 
webs, and bug crap. 


When removing the rectifier sockets (EFJ 4-pin ceramic bayonet thingies for 
the 872A rectifiers and 810 modulators), I found evidence of an arc from the 
bayonet base to socket standoff spacer (chassis ground). Not a big 

melt everything in sight arc, but serious electrons had definitely been 
leaping from the bayonet base mounting screw to the spacer under the 

socket. 


My first question is why would this happen ? I didn't think anything 


in the tube was connected to the metal bayonet base ? 
Is this something that happens in Mercury Vapor rectifiers like this - some 
capacitive coupling from cathode to base strangeness ? 


My second question involves the 872A itself - in case you haven't guessed I 
have zilch experience with mercury vapor rectifiers. One tube looks what I 
guess is normal - fairly clear envelope and a small amount of mercury rolling 
around inside. The other has more envelope discoloration, and what looks 

like small shreds of burned metal inside, no mercury in sight. I presume 

this is abnormal and the result of failure under stress at some time. I read 
some place once about cathode material sloughing off in a failing mercury 
vapor rectifier - is that right? is that what I am seeing here ? 


My third question is whether it is likely these two were related (of 
course I didn't note which socket the burned tube came from - good 
grief, at least I remembered to make a drawing of how the plate 
transformer was wired). Is a likely failure mode having a cathode to 
tube base short, causing the arc from metal base to chassis? 


Your help in enlightening me on the care and feeding of mercury vapor 
rectifiers in general (and speculation on my particular questions) would 
be greatly appreciated. 


thanks & 73, 
Nick KDACPL 
nick@cs.unc.edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:02:39 1994 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
Subject: 872A mercury vapor rectifiers 


I borrowed a *BIG* pick-em-up truck and commandeered an unsuspecting friend 
and went down to Wilmington to pick up the Johnson Desk Kilowatt last 
Friday. We took a side trip to spend a few hours wandering around the 
battleship North Carolina (wow - I wonder if any 16" gun turrets ever show 
up at federal surplus auctions ??). 


Anyway, the Desk KW (and 75A-2, 75A-4, NC-183, R-390, Ranger, and Valiant - 
this guy wanted to get rid of it all) is now safely tucked away in my basement. 
(and most of my last paycheck is safely tucked away in his wallet!) 


I had to pull out the RF deck, mod xfmr, plate xfmr, and plate choke to carry 
them separately down to the basement otherwise my wife and I'd never been 
able to get the damn thing out of the truck. (Yep, she not only allowed 

me to bring it home, she even helped unload - I am a lucky guy). 


So with that much removed, I decided to remove all the rest of the power 
supply and modulator stuff so I could clean out the accumulated dirt, spider 
webs, and bug crap. 


When removing the rectifier sockets (EFJ 4-pin ceramic bayonet thingies for 
the 872A rectifiers and 810 modulators), I found evidence of an arc from the 
bayonet base to socket standoff spacer (chassis ground). Not a big 

melt everything in sight arc, but serious electrons had definitely been 
leaping from the bayonet base mounting screw to the spacer under the 

socket. 


My first question is why would this happen ? I didn't think anything 

in the tube was connected to the metal bayonet base ? 

Is this something that happens in Mercury Vapor rectifiers like this - some 
Capacitive coupling from cathode to base strangeness ? 


My second question involves the 872A itself - in case you haven't guessed I 
have zilch experience with mercury vapor rectifiers. One tube looks what I 
guess is normal - fairly clear envelope and a small amount of mercury rolling 
around inside. The other has more envelope discoloration, and what looks 

like small shreds of burned metal inside, no mercury in sight. I presume 

this is abnormal and the result of failure under stress at some time. I read 
some place once about cathode material sloughing off in a failing mercury 
vapor rectifier - is that right? is that what I am seeing here ? 


My third question is whether it is likely these two were related (of 
course I didn't note which socket the burned tube came from - good 
grief, at least I remembered to make a drawing of how the plate 
transformer was wired). Is a likely failure mode having a cathode to 
tube base short, causing the arc from metal base to chassis? 


Your help in enlightening me on the care and feeding of mercury vapor 
rectifiers in general (and speculation on my particular questions) would 
be greatly appreciated. 


thanks & 73, 
Nick KD4CPL 
nick@cs.unc.edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:25:59 1994 
From: "Kenan, Larry" <larryk@frick.sandiegoca.NCR.COM> 
Subject: Re: 872A mercury vapor rectifiers 


>My second question involves the 872A itself - in case you haven't guessed I 
>have zilch experience with mercury vapor rectifiers. One tube looks what I 


>guess is normal - fairly clear envelope and a small amount of mercury rolling 
>around inside. The other has more envelope discoloration, and what looks 
>like small shreds of burned metal inside, no mercury in sight. I presume 
>this is abnormal and the result of failure under stress at some time. I 

>read some place once about cathode material sloughing off in a failing 
>mercury vapor rectifier - is that right? is that what I am seeing here ? 


>Nick KDACPL 
>nick@cs.unc.edu 


If you cook them for about a half hour with filament voltage only the "burned 
metal" should turn back into recognizable mercury. 


Larry Kenan - KD6CKR 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:45:58 1994 
From: "Kevin Anderson" <GGANDERSON@Augustana.edu> 
Subject: AC/DC receivers -- safety do's and don'ts ??? 


Let me show my ignorance (I'm known for that :-) -- 


Now that I waxed and waned nostalgic over my S-38C, does 
anyone have a do's and don'ts safety FAQ on AC/DC equipment? 
I'm already running my receiver through a one-year old 
isolation transformer with plenty of capacity (85 VA watts 
for a 35 VA watts receiver). I know I need to replace some 
rubber grommets isolating my chassis from the case. 


What else? How would one add a three-wire cord to sucha 
device? For that matter, how would I add a three-wire cord 
to my Heath HW-16? 


73 de Kevin, KB9IUA 

KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK 
Kevin L. Anderson, Geography Dept., Augustana College 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 USA phone: (309) 794-7325 
e-mail: gganderson@augustana.edu or kla@helios.augustana.edu 
KKK RK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:18 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Advice/BA General Cov. rx in need... 


ul> From: ulowell!wmich. edu! X90GALBRAIT1 


ul> Anyone ever hear of a National SW-54? It's a 5 tube job with a couple 
ul> o' knobs...might make a nice radio for the study. 


Yes....that was a real low-end National but I bet it got lots of 
budding SWLs going. I wouldn't pay too much for one -- maybe $40-50 if 
it's in really nice shape and working. For a low-end set, at least 
National made them look pretty. 


ul> Could someone comment on an SX-100-It seems like a good rx, 
ul> what should I offer for one that is good electrically but rough 
ul> cosmetically (bid dent on the top of the cabinet, modest decay) ?? 


Uh, stay away from big dents, generally! If this will be your 


first tube rig purchase, you really should look for something that is 
working and can be demonstrated. 


--Andy 
. This Yaesu schematic must be wrong. Where'd they put the regen pot? 
From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 09:25:17 1994 


From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (CONTRACTOR Larry Keith;653 CCSG/SCT) 
Subject: Albany, GA, Bone Yardless Report 


I hate to be negative... But, a hamfest without a bone yard is like a 
biscuit without gravy. And, a hamfest with too many computer dealers 
reminds me of an ex-wives convention. So, I guess that makes the 
Albany hamfest an ex-wives convention with no gravy! 


Since I was only there Friday night, I didn't get to see what appeared 
on the half dozen empty tables for Saturday.. Sure hope it wasn't 
another CD-ROM flogger! 


Anyhow, there were three tables that had boatanchor items interspersed 
among a few ham radio dealer types.. From my memory, 


RBB LF receiver with preselector and power supply. Looked good, 
except the power supply has been stored in the chicken coop a little 
too long.. $40 would have bought it.. 

Hammarlund HQ-140 in semi-restored condition. Worn cabinet.. $75.00 
Hammarlund HQ-150 in good condition. $200.00 


R-388 in fair cosmetic condition. $125.00 


Hammarlund SP-600-JX in good condition with PS modification and 


homebrew top plate.. $125 ( I carried it home..) 


Hallicrafters S-38C in good condition $43.00 
Heath SB100 xcver w/ps and spkr - good condition $60.00 


D104 Mike - $40.00 


I brought home a few misc items, also: 

An original R390A Tech Manual. 

A Tech Manual for the SCR-336 (BC-611) handitalkies 

A DX-35 Manual 

A Sylvania Technical Manual (receiving and special purpose tubes.) 
An Allied Radio LC circuit calculator... 

I guess I should have taken more money.. But, the garage is getting 
too full, now! 


73, 


Larry, KQ4BY 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 19:00:55 1994 
From: cotton@thumper.bellcore.com (Chase Cotton) 
Subject: An appeal from down under 


FYI - email to Andy's fidonet address 
(Andy .Blight@f£404.n632.z3.fidonet.org) 
will probably work. 


Chase 


Chase Cotton cotton@thumper.bellcore.com 


Article: 2256 of aus.radio 
>From: Andy.Blight@f404.n632.z3.fidonet.org (Andy Blight) 
Date: 19 Jun 94 22:02:46 +1000 


Subject: Help vintage Rx 
Organization: FIDONET: WICEN Victoria Telephone BBS. 


Hello All, 

I am trying to restore (time permitting ) a vintage HF radio receiver, 
vis a Hallicrafters SX 25 aka "Super Defiant" a lovely piece of nostalgia but 
alas showing its age badly (dead of old caps missing valves broken bits of 
string - I kid you not) sooooo..... can anyone out there help with a circuit 
diagram, a service manual, alignment points, dial stringing diagram, in short 
anything remotely pertaining to this illustreous(sp?) device. Replies to this 
(WICEN) bbs please. All reasonable costs cheerfully refunded (in advance if you 
like, I've been burnt by idiots too so if you want postage/photocopying fees up 
front thats fine by me...) 

73 de VK3BFA Andy Blight 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:12 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Andy's Want List -- revised! 


Here's a few more changes to the list. Geez, seems like the only 
difference between me 'n' Don is I don't have anything for sale! <grin> 

Here are some things my local boatanchor friends and I are 
looking for. If you have any of these things -- or leads on them -- 
please e-mail me, post in this sub, or write me at 


Andy Wallace 
P. O. Box 395 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 


Netmail addresses: 


Internet: Andy_Wallace@£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org 
FidoNet: 1:324/278 
WWIVNet: #6 @5806 


Nice condition is preferred but "repairable" items might be 
considered....please be honest about condition and state who pays 
shipping. 


ANDY &Co.'s WANT LIST: revised 16 JUNE 1994 


Accessories for the HRO-50: 


-- S0J-3 Select-O-Ject rejection unit. Small separate grey box with 


interconnect cable. 
-- Tuning coils G, H, J, AA, AB or AC, and/or dial scales. 


-- HRO-50TS 10" table speaker (grey, with a horizontal bar and an NC 
logo in the middle.) 


-- 650S vibrator power supply unit, for 6 VDC 


DRAKE stuff: 


-- HC-6/U crystals of frequencies: 11.3, 11.6, 12.1, 17.1, 18.1, 20.6, 
22.6, 26.1, 28.6, 32.6, 36.6 MHz. (My SW-4A is missing all the 
crystals!) 

-- Manual for SW-4A (SW-4 might do) or schematic 

-- Small Drake knobs -- flat grip round knobs; common; I need 2 or 3 

-- 2-LF converter for 2-B receiver (or parts/schematic to homebrew one) 

-- 2-AC calibrator for the 2-line 

-- 2-series speakers: 2-AS or 2-BS 

-- 2-C receiver with 2-CQ q-mult/spkr 

-- Drake style fuse cap for the AC-4 

-- Knob and skirt for R-4A receiver. Also need dial for the same... 


-- junker Drake units for parts...what have you? Or possibly just PARTS! 


OTHER Stuff: 


-- TMC SSB converter -- this is the small unit made to match the GPR-90, 
with a small dial at the center. Tabletop unit, not the CV-157 
behemoth! Model number is GSB -- see 1960s ARRL hb ads. 

-- Clock for HQ-170 (or 180) -- working! 

-- FT-243 crystals, especially for the Novice bands 

-- 1976 and 1979 World Radio TV Handbooks 


-- bottom cover plate for the National NC-98 receiver 


-- Cover plate for the RF coil deck of an R-390A (need 2) 
-- bottom cover for an R-388 


-- SB-3xx series Heathkit main tuning knob. Dark green plastic with the 
spun aluminum center disc. Does not have a spinner grip. I'd like 
one in very nice condition... 


-- Johnson Invader 200 (alas, not the 2000) power supply <--> RF unit 
cable. I have the connectors for each end, but need info on what type 
(gauge, insulation rating, dressing) of wire to use for the cable. 


MANUALS for the following: 


-- Heath I0-102 oscilloscope 

-- Heath T-4 signal tracer (or verbal info on how to use it) 

-- Heath C-3 Condenser (capacitor) checker 

-- Eldico EE-3A tube electronic paddle keyer 

-- Krohn-Hite model 330M 0.2-20 kc audio bandpass filter (tube!) 


There you have it. This list is fairly small, compared to other 
want-lists I've seen! Can you help me to make it smaller? Thanks... 


--Andy 
. She likes longwave, but Dr. Ruth says size shouldn't matter... 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:45 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: BA receivers +/- 


ul> From: "Kearman, Jim" <ulowell!arrl.org!jkearman> 


ul> Someone else mentioned the advantages of the R4-B over the R4-C for 
ul> shortwave listening. I'm not well acquainted with the 4-line gear, so 
ul> I especially appreciated that info. One particular advantage the R4s 
ul> have over the HQ-1XX or Hallicrafters GC receivers is in the area of 
ul> dial accuracy. 


That was me. What got me interested in the R-4 series was an 
article in Fine Tuning's book PROCEEDINGS for ....uh....1990? I forget 
but if anyone really needs it I can get it. Fine Tuning is a SWBC 
"difficult DX" type of newsletter and their PROCEEDINGS books are 
excellent hardware/prop/station/technique references for the SWBC DxXer. 


Anyway.... 


I went to the last ARRL convention in Boxborough MA looking for 
an R-4B. I saw one but the guy had it paired with a transmitter and 
wouldn't split...same with an SPR-4 and a beautiful SW-4A with the loop 
antenna. Well, around noon I found an R-4A in pretty good shape for 
$150. It didn't work well when I got it home, but some tube checking and 
alignment brought it up to wonderful performance, rivalling the solid 
state rig. Here are some thumbnail examples of features in the R-4 
series: (4, 4A, 4B; the R-4C has plug-in filters which might not be 
included in your set! Same with the noise blanker...) 


-- readout to 1 kHz on the analog dial -- 25 kHz/revolution 
and 100 kHz calibrator is built in 

-- 4.8, 2.4, 1.2, and 0.4 kHz filters included 

-- Passband Tuning 

-- notch filter 

-- AM, CW/SSB (no FM) 

-- the 80-10 ham coverage plus any ten 500 kHz ranges with 
crystals (the R-4C has 15 positions) 

-- ALL are hybrid tube/transistor design. I think the R-4C 
which was made 'til 1980 has six tubes. 

-- Double conversion 

-- ANTI VOX and other connections for use with a transmitter 

-- Drake is still in business and supports these radios! 


Anyway, hope that enlightens. I like the R-4A a lot. I have a 
dead R-4B which will be a restoration project eventually... The R-4 
series are fine rigs. There are plenty of hams who still love them. 
Looking back, I think I would have enjoyed SW DXing a heck of a lot more 
with an R-4 than with the HRO-50 that got me 100+ SWBC countries. The 
Drake is a lot more convenient to use....1 kHz readout is a blessing and 
I'm amazed that National and Hammarlund were so slow to follow suit. 


ul> bandspread dial had to be placed accurately, so that the main tuning 
ul> dial read somewhat accurately..... you sure couldn't get the 

ul> better-than-one-kce tuning accuracy you can get with a Drake 

ul> permeability-tuned oscillator! 


Yep! Or Collins. But then I chide the S-line users that _I_ get 
500 kc per band compared to their piddly 200! <grin> Again, as fine as 
the HQ-180 or 170 was, I am surprised they didn't put a PTO ina 
receiver of that class. Who wants 10m scrunched into 1/8" anyway? :-D 


--Andy 


. I remember when radios had NAMES, not just NUMBERS! 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:18 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: BA receivers +/- 


RN> From: ulowell!Freenet.HSC.Colorado.EDU!al511 (Robert Neece) 


RN> Concerning the Drake R-4 series of receivers, you write to 
RN> boatanchors: 
> -- ALL are hybrid tube/transistor design. 


RN> Your statement is not correct. The R-4A was the first in the series 
RN> to be of hybrid design. As I recall, the only transistor in the R-4A 
RN> was the VFO. The original R-4 was all tube, other than rectifier 

RN> diodes in the power supply, and the like. 


Yes! I just looked at the schematic.... Oh well. I guess the 
straight R-4 is the closest we can get to a 4-line BA. <grin> 


RN> It is important to remember, though, that every design 
RN> approach has negative as well as positive aspects. This goes 
RN> for the R-4 series. 


RN> As to their convenience, it all depends upon what the listener 
RN> wants to do. If one wants to find a specific, known station, 
RN> the R-4s are splendid. If one wants to graze the frequencies, 
RN> not knowing what he might find to be of interest, the R-4s are 
RN> poor. 


Yes, I agree with you there. The preselector even on the 2-B I 
enjoy requires repeaking a lot. I guess it's a trade-off unless you want 
to do something elaborate and expensive like the R-390 tracked circuits. 


RN> For frequency grazing, therefore, give me a receiver with a nice, 
RN> old-fashioned slide-rule or rotary readout, or one with direct 
RN> digital readout. 


Digital readouts didn't really become practical until the rest 
of the receiver was solid-state anyway. I agree that the R-4's readout 


takes some getting used to -- plus it tunes DOWN for a clockwise turn of 
the knob -- but 1 Khz resolution is nice almost no matter how it's been 
done. 


Bandscanning is easier on a radio that tunes a big chunk at a 
time. The R-388 or 390 might win out as a mediator. 1 MHz per band, 
still with 1 kc readout, is better than 500 or 200 kc. I guess that my 
style of SW broadcast DXing was more "sit on the frequency and see 
who's going to sign on" style. 


RN> So, Andy, there are plenty of trade-offs in any receiver 

RN> choice. The solution? Have a variety of receivers at one's 
RN> disposal, each to used as the particular listening objective 
RN> might dictate. 


All good points! Hmm. Is there anyone on the BA list who only 
HAS one radio? 


--Andy 
... QCWA - Quirky Code-Wielding Anachronists!  :-) 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 16:18:46 1994 
From: al511@Freenet.HSC.Colorado.EDU (Robert Neece) 
Subject: Re: BA receivers +/- 


Hi Andy, 
Concerning the Drake R-4 series of receivers, you write to boatanchors: 
> -- ALL are hybrid tube/transistor design. 


Your statement is not correct. The R-4A was the first in the series to 
be of hybrid design. As I recall, the only transistor in the R-4A was 
the VFO. The original R-4 was all tube, other than rectifier diodes in 
the power supply, and the like. 


>Looking back, I think I would have enjoyed SW DXing a heck of a lot more 
>with an R-4 than with the HRO-50 that got me 100+ SWBC countries. The 
>Drake is a lot more convenient to use....1 kHz readout is a blessing and 
>I'm amazed that National and Hammarlund were so slow to follow suit. 


You and many other BA-ites have rightly praised the frequency-readout 
accuracy of the R-4 series. Many BA-ites have criticized the bandspread 
style of receiver for lacking dial accuracy and, for CW, SSB, and RTTY use, 
for lacking frequency stability. Those criticisms are also correct. 


I bought an R-4 soon after I saw it introduced at the Dayton Hamvention 
in 1964. I have been using one or another of the R-4's continuously 
since that year. I still love the little guys. 


It is important to remember, though, that every design 
approach has negative as well as positive aspects. This goes 


for the R-4 series. 


As to their convenience, it all depends upon what the listener 


wants to do. If one wants to find a specific, known station, 
the R-4s are splendid. If one wants to graze the frequencies, 
not Knowing what he might find to be of interest, the R-4s are 
poor. 


The tuning rate is very slow. This makes accuracy and stability 
possible, but makes grazing tedious. And the R-4s have a high-Q 
preselector that, on the lower HF frequencies in particular, must 

be re-peaked with every substantial QSY. A QSY of roughly a megacycle, 
therefore, might entail (a) changing the bandswitch, (b) changing 

the heterodyne crystal, (c) re-peaking the preselector control, and 

(d) turning the VFO knob at that tedious 25 kc. per revolution rate. 


Worse yet, the frequency does not read out directly. Instead, one 
first has to figure out what tuning range he is using. 

Next, one adds the 100 kc. information from the main tuning dial. 
Finally, one adds the kc. information from the skirt of the 

tuning knob. Only after this process of arithmetic does one 

in fact know what the tuned frequency happens to be. 


For frequency grazing, therefore, give me a receiver with a nice, 
old-fashioned slide-rule or rotary readout, or one with direct 
digital readout. 


Also, the audio in the R-4 series is nothing to admire. Fresh from 
Drake, the R-4s had too much hum for hi-fi listening from a broad- 
frequency-response type of speaker. Sherwood Engineering even sold 
an after-market mod kit to £ix the poor audio performance on the 
R-4s. 


So, Andy, there are plenty of trade-offs in any receiver 
choice. The solution? Have a variety of receivers at one's 
disposal, each to used as the particular listening objective 
might dictate. 


73 de Bob, KOKR 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 04:32:23 1994 
From: X9O0GALBRAIT1@wmich. edu 
Subject: BA RXs 


I've learned quite a bit through the recent discussion on BA recievers. I have 
the Drake R-4C and enjoy its features (passband tune, notch, good 1.5, .5, .250 
filtering, useful controls) and I can see why the R-4A/B would have a bit 
better fidelity due to the type of filters used. The 4-lines are my favs for 
all around CW/SSB operation. 


How is the National NC-173? Looks just like the 183D, but I think it has a 


couple less tubes/circuits. 
If I were looking for a fun gen. cov. radio without the technical frills and 
weight of the R-390(A) would the 173 do me well? 


Something fried in my HQ-170 the other night. She was just sittin' pretty 
there doing her thing when *POP* (loud)...I pulled ‘er apart and there is 
bubbly-burnt wire going from (terminating) the left dial lamp all the way back 
to near the transformer. This smoked line goes through many tubes-obviously a 
6.3v filament line. 


What could have gone *xPOP*?? There are no blown compenents...could it just 
have been the bulb...maybe just an arc?? 


Just askin', hope to replace the burnt wires tomorrow and see what she does. 
Nice layout, top and bottom, on that HQ-170...looks like top components too! 


73, 
Chris KA8WFC 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 15:03:12 1994 
From: janderson@polycom.com 
Subject: Books... 


Has anyone checked out "Vibroplex Collector's Guide" or 
"Introduction to Key Collecting"? I'm thinking of purchasing 
these books, but first I'd like to know the opinions of those who 
have already read them. 


Also, are there any other books on keys? 
Thanks! 
Jeff, WA6AHL 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 09:35:44 1994 
From: Anderson_Neal@lanmail.ncsc.navy.mil 
Subject: Books... 


Jeff, 

The Vibroplex Collector's Guide is 8.5 x 11", the Intro to Key 
Collecting is more like 6 x 8". I'm fairly new to keys, but I think both 
these books by Tom French are pretty good. The big one does have lots of 
pages taken up by patent copies. Tom also publishes the Vail 
Correspondent, which is a small magazine devoted to key collecting. It 
contains info that probably won't show up anywhere else. There is also a 
small book by CQ Publishing called Keys, Keys, Keys that has lots of 


photos and interesting info. I think it's photos reproduced a bit better 
than in Intro to Key Collecting, but these are all good books. 


Neal NAUYR 


ween n ene een ene eee Replied Message Body ---------------------- 

Date: 6-20-94 11:23am PST 

HDR: From: janderson@polycom.com 
Has anyone checked out "Vibroplex Collector's Guide" or 
"Introduction to Key Collecting"? I'm thinking of purchasing 
these books, but first I'd like to know the opinions of those who 
have already read them. 


Also, are there any other books on keys? 
Thanks! 


Jeff, WA6AHL 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 19:24:39 1994 
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%MATRXA@randb.abbott.com 
Subject: Boy's first book of Electronics 


>From: Kana, Michael (D9CY) 

Date: Tue, Jun 21, 1994 6:01 PM 

Subject: Boy's first book of Electronics 
To: boatanchors 

Howdy All 


Boatanchor Bob reminded of the book(s) that started all this.... (at least 
I think these are the same books) 


At the Public Library in my home town, there were some books in the 
science section that I read cover to cover during my summer break. 

I think the titles were the "Boys First (second, third) Book of 
Electronics. Anyway, they had plenty of neat circuits and covered 
hybrid technology (the early one covered tubes then some simple 
transistor circuits) I never could find a CK172 (?). I do remember 
there were regen circuits, audio amplifiers, and a ‘phono oscillator' 
that allowed one to build a simple transmitter/record player. Anyway, 
thats what started it all. The rest could be attributed to reading 
alot of ‘Hardy Boys' and old QST's. 


73's de AAQIL 
Mike Kana 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:42:52 1994 
From: "Ferranti Rick" <ferranti_rick@atc.1]1.mit.edu> 
Subject: Confessions of a Coil Abuser 


Anyone have any 

experience converting 175 kc Jr coil sets to work best in 
456 HROs? 

Thanks Jim Dillon RMCP@Tundra. Alaska. Edu 


VV VV 


My HRO-M (glass-tube rackmount HRO; sold to Brits in early WWII) came with a 
full rackmount set of coils covering 2050 to 30 MHz, but two others (450-900 
and 900-2050 kc) were for the RAS. I wanted 160 meter coverage, so I decided 
to "convert" one of the 175 kc i-f RAS (the 900-2050 one) coilsets for use with 
the 455 kc i-f£ HRO. 


The two rf and one mixer coils in the coilset are fine -- the RAS and HRO use 
the same tuning capacitor, and these coils are tuned to the incoming rf 
frequency. I did a lot of measuring and "ciphering" on the oscillator coil, 
and figgert to take a few turns off to get everything to track. I did, it did, 
and the thing works just fine on 160. Of course I don't remember how many 
turns I took off, but it's the oscillator coil only that you have to fiddle 
with. 


-- rick WA6NCX 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 20:53:19 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Crispy HQ-170 critter 


ul> From: ulowell!wmich. edu! X90GALBRAIT1 


ul> Something fried in my HQ-170 the other night. She was just sittin' 

ul> pretty there doing her thing when xPOP* (loud)...I pulled ‘er apart and 
ul> there is bubbly-burnt wire going from (terminating) the left dial lamp 
ul> all the way back to near the transformer. This smoked line goes 

ul> through many tubes-obviously a 6.3v filament line. 


ul> What could have gone *POP*?? There are no blown compenents...could it 
ul> just have been the bulb...maybe just an arc?? 


Hmm...... are you saying that the wire is melted from the 
transformer all the way thru the tubes, to the lamp? That could be 
serious -- a short from the HV winding of the transformer to the 


filament line. If it's just the section going to the lamp, maybe the 
lamp shorted... Hope it's not serious. 


Mine smoked, too! I was trying to listen to the Drake swap net 
last Winter and I heard a rushing noise in the speaker and smelled 
carbon....reminded me of a burned IC. (I don't mind that at work, but I 
dread that smell at home because it usually means: no replacement! 
<grin>) Anyway I had heard the rushing noise off and on for a month, 
very intermittently. So whatever was breaking down, went. I was going to 
open it up this past weekend but it was 95+ in MA and I didn't have the 
gumption. I'm sure it's simple, the smell wasn't near the transformer or 
IF cans...and I heard stations inbetween the fizzling before I could hit 
the power switch. 


The 170 (mine is the 6-160 version) is a nice radio! 
--Andy 
. If I ever become a daddy it had better be to a pair of Drake twins! 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 11:28:50 1994 
From: "Roy Morgan" <morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Kron, tube manufacturing 


Dr. Riccardo Kron, noted antique radio collector and Marconi 
historian from Bassono, Italy, was unable to attend the recent 
Radioactivity event sponsored by MAARC, the Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club, at Timonium MD., as he had planned to do. 


Dr. Kron was called away to the recently revived tube manufacturing 
facility in the Chzek Republic, where the manufacture of 
long-out-of-production vacuum tubes has created much hope and 
interest among tube lovers everywhere. Dr Kron's efforts have 
resulted in the re-establishment of this tube manufacturing company. 


Maarc has been pleased to welcome Dr. Kron as a Special guest at 


past meetings of the club, and MAARC officers are working to arrange 
another visit at the earliest possible date. 


About MAARC: 


The Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club is the second largest club 
of it's kind. 


We have: 


-monthly meetings north of DC with: sales tables, program and auction 
-a GOOD newsletter, now bigger and better (We've joined with Radio Age) 


-free monthly ad for members (up to 100 words) 

-800+ members all across the states, 30 overseas 

-tube sales for members 

-COMPLETE schematics and service info library ($4 first set, $3 each 
additional) 

-annual picnic and auction event 

-annual Radioactivity event with classes, flea market, 
auction, and antique radio competition. 


We have a great club, and we've had two big events in the recent 

months: a new, expanded newsletter beginning in June '94 (we've merged with 
Radio Age), and our annual radio meet, "Radioactivity" in New 

Carrolton, MD on June 17 and 18. 


Send your postal address to me for sample issue and application form. 
Roy Morgan, MAARC Membership, P.O. Box 1362, Washington Grove MD 20880. 
Or use e-mail: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 

(Note: dues are $20/year, $40 for 25 months.) 


Future meetings: 
Sunday, July 17* 
Sunday Aug 21* 

Sunday Sept 18x 


* All SUMMER metings are at 2:00 PM, New Hope Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Burtonsville, MD. (In the Fall, we switch to Saturday Evening at 
7:30 PM.) 


Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:14:22 1994 

From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: Drake 4-line 

Rick writes: 


>R4C noise blanker vs R4B... 


The one in the R-4B works, but it's fussy. If it gets just the perfect 
waveform (spiky) it'll knock it clean out. Unfortunately this leads to a bad 


cross-mod problem, making CW sound as if it has a 120 hz hum. Thus it's kind 
of a lot of engineering for what you get. 


>The [...] T-4XC also has a decent sounding xmitr... 


With an old D-104 (no preamp, different impedance, higher signal level) the 
audio gets complements every time. The military connector used to be 
available at an electronic store in Hollywood, which specialized in every 
weird connector available for people from the nearby TV studios who had to 
make up cables. 


Hugh NV6H 
"And you'll never plug the mic into the key jack" 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 12:30:31 1994 
From: "Bob Scott" <bob_scott@cpqm.saic.com> 
Subject: Drake 6M & 2M Converters 


Drake 6M & 2M Converters 
In my search for knowledge about Drake equipment I ran 
across a reference to converters. Were they for the 
C-line (or B or A) and were they just receive converters 
or transverters? I know the Kenwood Twins had receive 
converters. Thanks. 


Oh, I was thumbing through a 1965 copy of the ARRL Handbook 
that I picked up at a hamfest and found a two page Johnson 

ad describing their line at the time. It was very informative. 
I also saw the Hammerlund ad describing a HQ-170 +VHF. Have 
never seen one of those. Did not see any Drake ads though. 


73 Bob AC4Q0 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:55:10 1994 
From: "Bob Scott" <bob_scott@cpqm.saic.com> 
Subject: Drake 6M & 2M Converters 


Drake 6M & 2M Converters 
In my search for knowledge about Drake equipment I ran 
across a reference to converters. Were they for the 
C-line (or B or A) and were they just receive converters 
or transverters? I know the Kenwood Twins had receive 
converters. Thanks. 


Oh, I was thumbing through a 1965 copy of the ARRL Handbook 
that I picked up at a hamfest and found a two page Johnson 


ad describing their line at the time. It was very informative. 
I also saw the Hammerlund ad describing a HQ-170 +VHF. Have 
never seen one of those. Did not see any Drake ads though. 


73 Bob AC4Q0 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 13:02:03 1994 
From: dgf@netcom.com (David Feldman) 
Subject: Re: Drake 6M & 2M Converters 


>From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Tue Jun 21 09:09:05 1994 
>Return-Path: <owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu> 

>Received: from geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu by netcom.com (8.6.8.1/SMI-4.1/Netcom) 
> id JAA19585; Tue, 21 Jun 1994 09:08:44 -0700 

>Received: by geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu (5.65/4.0) 

> id <AAQ1638@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu>; Tue, 21 Jun 94 11:55:06 -0400 
>Received: from cpmx.SAIC.COM by geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu (5.65/4.0) with SMTP 
> id <AAQ1631@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu>; Tue, 21 Jun 94 11:54:56 -0400 
>Message-Id: <9406211554.AA01631@geech. gnu.ai.mit.edu> 

>Received: from cpqm.SAIC.COM by cpmx.saic.com id SMTP-0012e070e30001399; Tue, 21 
Jun 94 08:58:41 -0700 

>Date: 21 Jun 1994 08:45:23 U 

>From: "Bob Scott" <bob_scott@cpqm.saic.com> 

>Subject: Drake 6M & 2M Converters 

>To: "Boatanchors" <boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu> 

>Status: R 

> 

> Drake 6M & 2M Converters 


I use this equipment regularly. 


>In my search for knowledge about Drake equipment I ran 
>across a reference to converters. Were they for the 


CC-2 is a converter console (or is it CC-4??) 

SC-2 is a receive converter for 2M->20M 

SC-6 is a receive converter for 6M->20M 

The receive converter generates LO for a separate transmit converter. 

The converter console includes a 12V supply and slots for 3 converters. 

They didn't make anything but a 6 and 2 converter. 

Each converter has a slide switch for range selection (adding 1-2 MHz to LO). 
The converters appear to have been designed for stand-alone use, and the 
converter console seems to have been an afterthought. Great care was taken 
in the design to allow coverage of the whole 4 MHz VHF segment (through 
bandpass filters that were swept at the factory for flatness). Internal 
construction is point-to-point except for the LO which is on small PC board. 


>C-line (or B or A) and were they just receive converters 


Could be used with any of the series I believe, however, a small mod is 
required to the transmitter to bring low-level exciter out and provide for 
disabling screen voltage on the finals. 


The transmit converters (TC2 and TC6) are wired daisy-chain from the TAX. 
Typical output from the TC2 is ~100W, from the TC6 is ~120W. The TC2 uses 
a dual tetrode 8643 in the final; the TC6 uses three 6JB6's. The 8643 is 
rather expensive now, but they were used in police radio repeaters and I 
have xlots* of spares. 


Not many seem to have been made; I have two sets (one SC2 is dead) and all 
serial numbers are in the 01XX type range. 


The transmit converters are very stable and well behaved, and tune-up just 
like an HF transmitter. I have experienced no leak-through on 20M, which 
suprises me. 


Use of the 20M IF range is not typical of other transverters; user has to 
add xtals to cover 14.5, 15.0 and 15.5 to get full coverage (but then who 
needs SSB on 147.93???). 


NUMEROUS RCA jacks and interconnect cables cause the primary failure modes 
(weird intermittent loss of RX sensitivity & TX power). 


The TX converters are all tube; the RX converters are all solid state. 


I'm using the third slot in my CC with an extra SC-6 and a slightly modified 
TC-6 to drive a Microwave Modules 432 MHz transverter. Two transverters in 
series in 432! 


>or transverters? I know the Kenwood Twins had receive 
>converters. Thanks. 

> 

>Oh, I was thumbing through a 1965 copy of the ARRL Handbook 
>that I picked up at a hamfest and found a two page Johnson 

>ad describing their line at the time. It was very informative. 
>I also saw the Hammerlund ad describing a HQ-170 +VHF. Have 
>never seen one of those. Did not see any Drake ads though. 


They were advertised frequently in the early 70's - I think PAYNE RADIO 
showed the full drake line with transverters in some of their full-page 
ads. 


> 
>73 Bob AC4Q0 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:44:08 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Drake Linears 


ul> From: M G Laubach <ulowell!efn.efn.org!matt> 


> Waaah.) The L-4B particularly tends to go upwards of $700 in the swap 
> sheets! Maybe it _is_ that good, I dunno. 

> 

ul> $700 is what they cost new back in the late '70s! 

ul> I picked up one for $500 about 5-6 years ago, and the owner said he 
ul> got a number of calls on it. I guess they didn't make too many of 
ul> them. 


Maybe. I've only seen the L-4B in person. Some people say the 
power supplies have problems, but I've heard others say there haven't 
been any troubles at all. All I can say is they're out of my budget 
right now! 


> * you can lift them with 1 hand (‘cept the L-4!) 
> 
ul> i call them canoe anchors. 


I like that! Of course the water rushes through that perforated 
chassis faster than those sealed anchors like the NC-183. 


--Andy 
. Conscience alert: is that rig you call "mint" REALLY mint? 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 06:18:37 1994 
From: M G Laubach <matt@efn.efn.org> 
Subject: Re: Drake Linears 


On Thu, 16 Jun 1994, Andy Wallace wrote: 


> 

> I don't have a Drake amp, or even a transceiver... those tend to 
> be high ticket items. (Missed out on a $200 TR-3 with VFO and ps! 

> Waaah.) The L-4B particularly tends to go upwards of $700 in the swap 

> sheets! Maybe it _is_ that good, I dunno. 

> 


$700 is what they cost new back in the late '70s! 
I picked up one for $500 about 5-6 years ago, and the owner said he got a 
number of calls on it. I guess they didn't make too many of them. 


> I love the Drakes .... more talk on them quite welcome! They 
> don't qualify as boat ANCHORS*, but they're wonderful tube (hybrid) rigs 
> nevertheless. 

> 

> --Andy 

> 

> * you can lift them with 1 hand (‘cept the L-4!) 

> 

i call them canoe anchors. 

matt 

nOgth 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:13 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Drake R-4B + FS-4 


ul> From: Hugh D. Stegman <ulowell!red-eft.la.ca.us!driver8> 


ul> Hey, careful. I don't want too many people finding out about this 

ul> combination and running up the prices, as I could use an extra one of 
ul> each for parts and tubes. The R4-B is a real winner, even if it won't 
ul> phase-lock the T-4XC. 


What sort of problem is that -- just your pair or is there an 
incompatibility across the B to the C? 


I kinda feel the same way....the Drake prices seem pretty stable 
and I'd hate to see them go the way of the "will pay ANY price" Collins 
collectors. There are a LOT of Drakes out there, and they aren't built 
with the same very-high-quality components as a Collins S-line. I don't 
want to see R-4Bs going for $350 and there's no reason for it. But we do 
have the advantage in that Drake will still service anything. Anyone try 
to send a KWS-1 back to Rockwell lately? <grin> 


But at least the S-line has this easy-open top. My 
R-4A....well...... 


ul> As far as I'm concerned the digital SW receivers are for spotting 
ul> strong signals, and for semi-precise calibrators for boat anchor LO 
ul> radiation. 


Well....I agree on that one too! :-) I've certainly used the 
Icom for more calibration than listening lately! 


--Andy 
. A real ham knows how to rubber a crystal! 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 14:57:30 1994 
From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: re: Drake R-4B + FS-4 


>give you 10 extra SWL bands [...] if you don't want to try to find an FS-4. 


Hey, careful. I don't want too many people finding out about this combination 
and running up the prices, as I could use an extra one of each for parts and 
tubes. The R4-B is a real winner, even if it won't phase-lock the T-4XC. 


Except for a horrendous buzz from the FS-4 on WWV frequencies (near-harmonics 
of the 5 MHz oscillator), this combo stacks up with any rx ever made short of 
the Racals and such. CW is especially awesome. It's just there. 


As far as I'm concerned the digital SW receivers are for spotting strong 
signals, and for semi-precise calibrators for boat anchor LO radiation. 


Hugh NV6H 
"Picture your witty quotation here. Call for rate card." 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:31:45 1994 
From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: Drake R-4B + FS-4 


Andy asks: 

>What sort of problem is that [... R-4B won't phase lock T-4XC...] ? 
Version incompatibility. The B version of the 4-line used feedback to get 
on-freq. You listen until the chirps stop, then you're very close, though 
often not close enough for ricebox users who never touch their RIT. The C 
will actually phase-lock the tx and rx, but you need the circuitry in each. 
Thus the B won't phase-lock with the C. 


Of course, you can transceive with either PTO anyway... 


Ditto for those neat, blinking dial lights. The dial light on a unit being 
transcieved will go out on the "slave," on the C line. 


Hugh NV6H 


"Bandwith is the real estate of the 90s." 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 04:49:38 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: Drake R-4C 


To the best of my knowledge, there were at least 2 versions of the 

R-4C. I had two of them and the one I kept has one extra filter position 
and another socket for a xtal lattice filter under the cover. 

The filter positions on mine are: AM, SSB, CW 1.5, CW .5, CW .25. 

I do like the fact that the C-line is easier to synch together, I had 

a B-line and it took another radio to get the xmit and receive freqs 

the same. The first time I used the B-line I wondered why I could'nt 
get any replys! 


Yes, the R4B has a noise limiter built in, but, does it work as well 
as the one for the C? Mine has none so I can't give an answer. 


The best noise blanker I have is the one in my Hallicrafters SR-400A. It 
easily outperforms the one in my FT-990! I have used it to bring down 

the level of static on 75m when there was a lot of it, the Yaesu's did 

not touch it. The combination of the Cyclone III and an Autek QF-1A make 

a decent performing setup and it's a blast to tell another ham what you're 
running, especially after unsolicited positive quality reports. 


The Drake T-4XC also has a decent sounding xmitr and I have been using 
a Drake SP75 speech processor for a little extra boost to the signal. 


I am working on a deal to get an L4-B amp with a bad power supply and 

a bad vernier on one of the controls. I know where a xformer is to replace 
the stock one ( the replacement looks a lot huskier than the stock one ) 
and if the price is right I may do it.... 


One lat thing about the filters in the R4c, the stock AM width is 8khz @ 

6.0 db, 28 khz @ 60 db..... you can really tell there is a resistor in the 

am slot insted of a filter! Drake had accessory filters for am in 6.0 and 
4.0 khz widths and Internation Radio and Computers in Florida has ( at least 
the last time I checked ) good quality filters for the C-line. I used some 
of their filters (AM and CW) in a Yaesu FR-101D that I used to have and 

they were really great filters....the CW filter was much smoother sounding 
than the stock Yaesu one, and I put an AM one in an FT-902DM that I sold 

to a buddy of mine and it was a good filter, too. These were the Fox Tango 
brand now sold by IRC. 


Cheers and C U Later 
73 from Texas 


Rick Blank 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.148 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:29 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Drakes 


ul> From: ulowell!bangate.pge.com!DCPP!IC!HAK1 


ul> I agree with Jim on the subject of a GC receiver. My personal choice 
ul> for a ba GC receiver would be a Drake R4-B with an FS-4 (no crystals 
ul> needed !). 


ul> The R-4B has 10 aux 
ul> crystal sockets that can give you 10 extra SWL bands of your choice if 
ul> you don't want to try to find an FS-4. 


When I bought mine, they were $12 each from JAN in FL. 
1-800-JAN-XTAL... I lettered the aux range dial with transfer numbers 
for the bands. It came out all right but I did it without taking out the 
dial! Now that I've had it apart, I think I'll redo it and make it look 
better. Hmm, round plastic dial with SWBC bands printed on it, $5 each? 
Sounds like another instant cottage industry! 


ul> The Drake R-4C is not quite as good a SWL receiver due to it's 
ul> different filtering method but it does have 15 extra crystal sockets 
ul> (bands). 


The -C has the famous "plug-in" (or "remove when you sell the 
receiver to maximize cashflow") filters... I think there was 1.0, 0.5, 
and 0.25 for CW, the 2.4 internal for SSB, and there might have been a 
separate 6 kHz one for AM. The R-4C had selectable AVC times independant 
of mode, which was a plus, but I don't think you had a choice with 
filters in AM. Plus the noise blanker was another plug-in unit. For all 
around SWLing I'd agree that the R-4B would be best. For a ham rig, 
though, the R-4C is a fine receiver and there are still plenty around. 


--Andy 
. Beware of Solid State Pressurized Smoke Devices! 
From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:31 1994 


From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Drakes 


ul> From: ulowell!netcom.com!dgf (David Feldman) 


...-Il'm glad that Drake talk has sparked things up. Not as heavy 
as an SP-600 but I think they were all a fine example of radio 
equipment. When you first see it, the R-4 series paint scheme sure looks 
odd -- but like many others I've grown to like that and the 2-style 
stuff too. 


ul> Not sure if Drake stuff is considered 

ul> "collectable", at least for the 4-series gear. Use Drake transverters 
ul> to get on 6 & 2 M (have 2 of each) and they work quite well. Still 
ul> haven't found equipment as "comfortable" as a drake 4-line. 


I do see "collectors" out there. The occasional unopened 
factory box 4-line station is still to be found... I don't go to that 
extreme with any of my radios. I'd rather rescue them from further wear 
and tear and enjoy them. What fun is a radio you're afraid to touch? For 
that reason, I don't mind the occasional scratch on a Drake cabinet. 
(Sanford Sharpie markers cover those pretty well!) I like the front 
panel to be nice, though. I've heard that Drake can repaint your front 
panel, and also that the company that used to paint Drake 4-line 
cabinets is doing so again for hams. Love those blue dials. My R-4A must 
have spent time in a sunny window, though -- it's tan, even though the 
blue backing plastic seems fine. Anyone have experience with that? Does 
it mean replacing the dial itself because of haziness/fade? 


As for the transverters, I've never actually seen one. Not too 
common! 


Comfortable? What, you mean you don't LIKE microscopic 
pushbuttons and concentric pots? <grin> 


--Andy 
Drakes: black 'n' grey and they keep your cat warm... 
From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 17:24:46 1994 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
Subject: Father Goose and Collins 
After my first post, I noticed the British Navy in "Father Goose" had several 
Collins exciters (I think that's what they were). They looked like 
75A2 receivers w/o meters. Couldn't tell much else with the across-the-room 
shot. 
Anybody ID these BA's. 


73 de tom 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 18:49:09 1994 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
Subject: Father Goose and Collins 


After my first post, I noticed the British Navy in "Father Goose" had several 
Collins exciters (I think that's what they were). They looked like 

75A2 receivers w/o meters. Couldn't tell much else with the across-the-room 
shot. 


Anybody ID these BA's. 

73 de tom 

From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 11:08:46 1994 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 


Subject: Father Goose's HF Rig (TV Movie) 


Did anyone recognize the HF rig issued to Cary Grant in "Father Goose" 
which ran Sun a.m. on Father's Day???? 


73 de tom 

Reply to: 

packet n5off@k5arh.la.usa 

EmAil (home) n5off%w5ddl.aara.org@qsl.edu 
Email (work) tfima@chevron.com 


Lafayette, LA 

office 318-989-3430 

home 318-984-2561 

From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:13 1994 

From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Father Goose's HF Rig (TV Movie) 


ul> From: ulowell!w5ddl.aara.org!n5off 


ul> Did anyone recognize the HF rig issued to Cary Grant in "Father Goose' 
ul> which ran Sun a.m. on Father's Day???? 


Ha ha ha ha ha.... I thought the same thing!!!!! I was taping it 
and had the TV on during part of it, and spotted the radio. 


There was a TBX in the movie NO MAN IS AN ISLAND, too. 
--Andy 
. REAL digital radios use NIXIE TUBES! 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:33:45 1994 


From: lhalliday@creo.bc.ca 
Subject: First Boatanchors 


My first Boatanchor came from my Dad too - a Hallicrafters S-19R 
"Sky Buddy", currently disemboweled on my workbench awaiting some 
new capacitors from those nice folks in Arizona. 


While I was in high school we lived out in the country and I had 
about a 30 meter long-wire antenna. With no man-made noise and 
long winter nights that old radio picked up xeverythingx, 
including lots of stuff on the 90 and 120 meter tropical bands. 
Somebody swiped the BFO tube and socket long ago, leaving the 
components hanging in the air, so I improvised a BFO with an old 
Signal generator, and by playing Theremin with the Sky Buddy and 
the signal generator (hand capacitance, y'know...) was able to 
copy SSB. 


Those nice people in Arizona are shipping me a replacement BFO 
tube (76). I'll see if I can scare up the right socket locally 
(yeah, right...); AES didn't have any. 


Dad says he got it from some equipment an air base's radio club 
were disposing of, circa 1963. It's certainly been in the family 
as long as I can remember - I learned to work it and pick up 
shortwave stations before I went to school. 


My basic checks are good so far - when I last used it there was a 
fair amount of A.C. on the chassis, but this is due to leaky 
capacitors, and not (whew!) due to a short in the power 
transformer. It needs 50 years of dust to be cleaned out, both 
tuning dials to be restrung, and alignment. A couple of the tubes 
test marginal, but I've got spares. 


I'm looking forward to hearing the old machine run again... 
73 from Burnaby, 

laura VE7LDH, captain of VE7BAR's (3A BC) 15 meter station at 
Field Day 

From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 13:10:20 1994 

From: "Ferranti Rick" <ferranti_rick@atc.11.mit.edu> 


Subject: First 1i'l anchor 


This is an interesting thread, as we constantly strive to reproduce the shack 
of our youth.... 


My folks bought me a Knightkit Star Roamer for Christmas in 1967; by this time 


I had enough soldering iron practice (from an electronic EdukKit mail order 
project course) to handle the construction. This was a four tube superhet with 
a regenerative i-f, covering 200 kc - 30 Mc. It worked great, though I didn't 
understand that the i-f cans could be tweaked to make them oscillate when the 
regen "sensitivity" control was advanced, so I had no BFO for several years. 

In fact, I later made an outboard BFO for it, though by then I was hooked on 
the 160 meter AM crowd and some 3 MHz MARS activity (AM, of course), so SSB 
wasn't too exciting anyway. The receiver drifted all over the place too! And 
yes, I built a little wooden tilt-up stand for it, logbook faithfully stored 
beneath. 


Later, when I got my ham license I'd use the receiver as a tunable i-f for a 2 
meter converter; we were all on 2 meter AM in the late sixties/early seventies 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. A Twoer was my transmitter. On hf, I used a 
TCS set, DX-100, 1937 Hammarlund SuperPro, ARC-5 (dynamotor powered, from 
Marty's Mart on Market Street) -- whatever was cheap or free. 


The little Star Roamer has survived; it's as broad as a barn door and deaf 
above about 15 MHz, and drifts like crazy, but the regen i-f is a fun feature 
and I still use it to listen to 160 and 80 meter AM when the QRM ain't too bad. 


-- rick WA6NCX 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:17:21 1994 
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%MATRXA@randb.abbott.com 
Subject: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 


>From: Kana, Michael (D9CY) 

Date: Tue, Jun 21, 1994 8:54 AM 
Subject: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 
To: boatanchors 

Howdy All 


Sounds like the start of a nice thread... 


My first BA was an old Howard receiver. Great for SWLing and listening 

to all of 40m at the same time! :-) I kept it in my '‘'shack' which was 

an old tool shed behind my folk's house. I think I was 11 or 12 at the time 
and spent many an hour listening. I had a stack of old QST's and 

wished really hard for an ARC 5 (This was in 1976 but the old stuff 

was all I was exposed to - didnt know about all that fancy solid 

state stuff - plus the ARC 5 looked neat) 


My first transmitter was 14 years later - a DX100B - hardly a lil 
anchor..... 


73's de AAIIL 


Mike Kana 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:30:55 1994 
From: KANAMAA%AMGATE%MATRXA@randb.abbott.com 
Subject: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 


>From: Kana, Michael (D9CY) 

Date: Tue, Jun 21, 1994 8:54 AM 
Subject: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 
To: boatanchors 

Howdy All 


Sounds like the start of a nice thread... 


My first BA was an old Howard receiver. Great for SWLing and listening 

to all of 40m at the same time! :-) I kept it in my '‘'shack' which was 

an old tool shed behind my folk's house. I think I was 11 or 12 at the time 
and spent many an hour listening. I had a stack of old QST's and 

wished really hard for an ARC 5 (This was in 1976 but the old stuff 

was all I was exposed to - didnt know about all that fancy solid 

state stuff - plus the ARC 5 looked neat) 


My first transmitter was 14 years later - a DX100B - hardly a lil 
anchor..... 


73's de AAQIL 
Mike Kana 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:55:13 1994 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (CONTRACTOR Larry Keith;653 CCSG/SCT) 
Subject: Re: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 


First little boatanchor.. This thread has made me realize that I am 
trying to relive my Novice-hood by acquiring those items that I used 
long, long ago.. 


My first receiver was an ARC-5 3-6 mc model loaned to my by my Elmer 
(Smitty, K4CNG, now SK). Some one had modified it so that the the 

80 meter band took up all the dial... The "new" calibration marks were 
penciled in.. The homebrew power supply had a couple of type 80 
rectifier tubes along with the power transformer, choke, etc. mounted 
on a square baking pan for a chassis.. You could tell that the pan had 
contributed it's fair share of cornbread before being recycled into a 
power supply chassis. 


That ARC-5, a set of headphones, and a 50 ft wire between two pine 


trees introduced me to the world of the 80 meter AM in the late 50's.. 
Occasionally, I would try to copy a little CW.. But, I was always 
drawn back to to 3930, the SC phone net frequency, where those AM 
kilowatt rigs would drown any adjacent interference and overload my 
16-year old ears until I found the volume control... Especially when 
the station was W4TWW who lived about 5 miles from my QTH in North 
Charleston, SC.. I could always tell when that BC-610 came on the air! 


I returned the ARC-5 to Smitty when we moved from Charleston to 
Newport News, VA in 1959.. Wish I had it back. 


73, 
Larry, KQ4BY 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:24:58 1994 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (CONTRACTOR Larry Keith;653 CCSG/SCT) 
Subject: Re: First Lil' Anchor... My $.02 


First little boatanchor.. This thread has made me realize that I am 
trying to relive my Novice-hood by acquiring those items that I used 
long, long ago.. 


My first receiver was an ARC-5 3-6 mc model loaned to my by my Elmer 
(Smitty, K4CNG, now SK). Some one had modified it so that the the 

80 meter band took up all the dial.. The "new" calibration marks were 
penciled in.. The homebrew power supply had a couple of type 80 
rectifier tubes along with the power transformer, choke, etc. mounted 
on a square baking pan for a chassis.. You could tell that the pan had 
contributed it's fair share of cornbread before being recycled into a 
power supply chassis. 


That ARC-5, a set of headphones, and a 50 ft wire between two pine 
trees introduced me to the world of the 80 meter AM in the late 50's.. 
Occasionally, I would try to copy a little CW.. But, I was always 
drawn back to to 3930, the SC phone net frequency, where those AM 
kilowatt rigs would drown any adjacent interference and overload my 
16-year old ears until I found the volume control... Especially when 
the station was W4TWW who lived about 5 miles from my QTH in North 
Charleston, SC.. I could always tell when that BC-610 came on the air! 


I returned the ARC-5 to Smitty when we moved from Charleston to 
Newport News, VA in 1959.. Wish I had it back. 


73, 


Larry, KQ4BY 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 12:46:07 1994 
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys) 
Subject: First Lil' BA revisited (and typos corrected). 


Sorry about the horrid amount of typos on the first round of this. 
My appologies to the group for tuesday morning typing blues..... 


Bob 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKKKKKKK 


Old Tales of Howards, ARC-5s, and Ham Wannabes..... Revisited: 
KKKKKAKKKKKEK KAKA KK KKK KKK KK AKIEKKAEKKAKAKKAKKAKIEKKAKKEKKEKKEKKEKK KK 


Gentle Boatanchorites, crank the dial back into a time of perhaps 1955 
or so, when Sputnik had yet to be invented, and Korea was just settled. 
A small tale of my old boatanchor will I tell..... 


Mine was also an venerable old Howard, from about 1940 or 1946 or so. 

It was the pits to listen to, but stirred great dreams within the 
travels of my mind. The whole band and even its images were generously 
distributed across the dial.... a long sliderule affair of goodly length. 


It was the middle of the line but not the top of the line model. 
It worked, but was the AC 5 tube **All American'' lineup of short 
wave receivers of the period. I don't remember it even having a 
plate transformer, although that was a long, long time ago..... 


My OM, a long time sparks, brought it home one time when I was about 
8-10 years old. We used to listen to it on a little round table with 
real ‘‘tin can'' head fones. I think, in the bottom of my heart, that 
my OM still had a hankering to get back out to the great reaches of the 
sea, and ply the waves, but was beginning to get a bit settled into 
family life at age 53 or so. I, later in high school, dismembered the 
old Howard so that I could ‘‘see how it worked'' (a ham wannabe for 
sure but still woefully dense between the grey matter receivers then). 
Alas, I could not get it back together, and Dad was disinterested in 
it at that time since it was a rather poor receiver to begin with. 

It did make a fine addition to my junk box parts, as did almost all 

of the family's table radios and old tv sets of one sort or another. 
All the handmedowns of electronics were thrown my way, much to my 
satisfaction..... Such a collection of knobs, short leaded resistors 
and capacitors, and misc. nuts and bolts, only a kid at heart would 
dream of..... 


After playing with the Howard, there were many a time when the wannabe 


would hop on the two wheeled accessory transport device and peddle 

off to that hallowed hall, the town library, on the saturday morns. 
With great diligence would he ply the stacks and always could easily 
find the magic Dewey Decimal of 623.xxx for the run of classics like 
“The Radio Boys....'' and Morgan's fine boys books of deep subjects 
like how-to-build-every-type-of-crystal-radio-set-that-you-ever-wanted. 
There was even an attempt at a °‘Fox-Hole'' radio using the razor 
blade, the pencil lead, the safety pin, and the bathroom toilet roll 
tube. Long ago was forgotten where the wire came from, but it probably 
came from a dismembered transformer in the junque parts box. Try as I 
may, I could never get that thing to work. Instead, I wound up putting 
in some magical thing with wires that was a new sort if crystal that 
was like galena and catswhisker all in one little tiny glass case. 

It was one of the early 1N34 glass diodes that you could look into 

with a magnifying glass and actually see a tiny block of germanium 

with a wondrously fine hairlike wire making contact to the surface 

of that block. That worked, right off. 


There were a couple of times that Dad brought in something new, a 
little thing that looked like a mineature top hat with three wires 
sticking out of the bottom of it. He said it was a *‘transistor''. 
Whoa, I thought, what was this transistor..... The thing was not 

much bigger than my 1N34, but it sure was funny looking with three 
wires rather than two. We hooked it up several ways, like a diode 

or an amplifier, with or without battery, and it worked almost all 

the different ways we hooked it up. Strange beast this **‘transistor''. 


There were runs to a little 5 and dime store run by a fine little ol' 
lady by the name of *‘Goldie''. She was as old as the hills to all of 
us kids, and had been on that corner since time began, or so it seemed. 
She had everything imaginable in the way of asian stamped plastic toy 
but she had the most important one of all --- the Red Rocket Radio 
Crystal Set!!!!! It cost $2.95 and some change for tax, and all the 
kids drooled over it. I saved up pennies and nickels and scrounged 

all the pop bottles from hither and yon, but finally, late in the summer 
of that year did find enough to get in my paws said Red Rocket Radio. 

It was a pure joy, indeed, to hook up that thing to a water pipe for 

a ground using the little alligator clip that was attached to the thing, 
and put the one xtal headfone into the ear and carefully slide the 
little red ball-rod in and out of the red rocket shaped body to tune 

in a station or a bunch at once. Ahh, what joy for the wannabe to behold. 


About the time of the great Uranium rush into the west, when everyone 

went prospecting across the great deserts (1957 or so) I remember Dad 
sitting on the kitchen table and making a strange boatanchor device 

of some sort. It had a couple of tiny tubes with wires, headfones, a very 
strange tube that he would not let me touch, a couple of 45 volt B 
batteries, a switch that he continuously dittled, and a few other parts. 


The whole was assembled on a breadboard of bakelite or some such. 

He had a rock on the table that was a strange yellowish color, and 
when he dittled the switch back and forth, the headfones (again * ‘tin 
cans'') would click, click, click and then a rush of clicks would be 
heard. He mentioned the words ‘geiger mueller tube' and ‘ geiger 
counter' during those nights at the table. He had whipped up a 
boatanchor radiation counter for surveying for uranium. Several times 
we went out into the desert looking for rocks (as a kid I would stay 
behind with mom most of the time, and wait, and wait, and wait in 

the car). Never found much uranium, although the counter went wild 
after the Nevada tests and when the atomic cloud drifted away from 

the test site. I don't remember Dad glowing in the dark, though, and 
he lived to a ripe old age of 84. The young wannabe was always 
interested in this, but still was waiting for times in the future. 

I did get my fingers across the HV (remember that switch dittling back 
and forth --- it was the high voltage step up circuit for make and break 
charging of the geiger mueller tube) and it like to threw me across 
the table. Yikes, thought the wannabe, ya gots ta be careful around 
that radio stuff. 


One other time, Dad brought home an ARC-5 3-6 mhz receiver with a little 
AC supply built onto the dynamotor deck. It was great fun to listen to, 
and I played with it all through junior high. Back then, AM was still 
KING, and the wannabe still did not have much of an idea of what the 
code was...... (but the OM could read that funny morse sounding stuff 
like the wind.... ahh, I envied him, for sure --- I always wondered 

how he could do that, and it was years later that I found out the 

full story of how he did it, and learned how also). Many an afternoon 
and evening was spent rolling the dial carefully from one end to the 
other. I usually just listened to the SW stations and the ham fone 
stations that I could hear at either end of the dial. Dad, it seemed 
could understand all the beeps and bleeps of the morse that was still 

a figment of the imagination to the wannabe's ears. Alas, it was 
finally returned to its owner and the ham wannabe was left to flounder 
for a time-to-be that would be later into the future..... 


Na celeess Much time later, and way beyond high school and into the realm 
of Uncle's Aircraft and Mechanically Heavy Duty Services..... 


One time, in the barracks, a GI friend down the hall managed to get 

a short wave radio smuggled in. As long as it was in the locker for 
inspection, no-one much cared. I was walking down the hall one day, 
and saw him sitting at the table with that thing turned on. I walked 
over and was curious as to what it was. It was not the usual table 
radio, but was a big fancy table model thing with grey cabinet with 
chrome trim and the biggest sliderule dial I had seen since the days 
of my tinkering with the Howard. I asked him what it was, and he said 
it was a Hallicrafters short wave receiver. I don't remember exactly 


what model it was, but it was a later all-band one with mineature tubes 
and bandspread coverage of the ham bands. That thing fired up the 

old curious cobwebs in my mind as had the Howard. I found myself often 
going down to his room and spending an hour or two listening between 
the cards and the beer. Some months later I found him hard up for 

cash flow (as we all were at one time or another after the Friday night 
cards) and he wanted to sell me that thing for 20 bucks. I said OK. 

It really piqued up my old Howard memories..... 


About 6 months later, the same guy came walking into my room and asked 
if I wanted another old piece of radio he had picked up. I said sure, 
why not, but was not sure what he was driving at..... When I went down 
to his room to pick it up, lo and behold it was a treasure from the 
ancient days --- a GP-7 General Electric Aircraft Transmitter from WWII. 
It was complete with two tuning units. How he ever got that thing, I 
never did know, but that was one sure fire good looking piece of gear, 
with all of its knobs and things...... It was gonna be hard to store 
it, cuz it took up all the locker (there was a spare in the room I was 
in at that time, which held it out of sight of the overzealous 2nd louie 
who made the inspection rounds each week. 


At about the same time, I was feeling the urge to get really interested 
in ham radio. I sold the Halliscratchers to another GI, and bought a 
good receiver, a Hammarlund HQ100. It would allow me to SWL and might 
make a good first receiver for a ham, I thought..... At the same time, 
I, being well-heeled as a footloose GI, got the notion into my head 
(probably from reading too many ads in the Handbook back pages that I 
had been studying), of getting myself a REAL KEY, for that future time 
when I would try to become a ham, when I got out of the service.... 
Dumb me, I bought not one, but two (one for me and one for the OM, just 
for fun) genuine golden bugs complete with cords and wedges and cases. 
It was only one months wages..... I did not yet know how to use them, 
so I opted also for a plain hand key from a local surplus store, just 
in case...... 


When I did get out of the service, some months later, I pulled a great 
one on the OM, and then he pulled a fast one on me..... As a joke, 
when I got home, I casually, one evening laid out some newspapers on 
the kitchen table when Dad was not looking, and snuck the GP-7 into 
the kitchen. ‘°‘Dad, what is this thing'', I asked, and will never forget 
the curious smile on his face when he walked into the room and saw 
that beast sitting there. During some of the war years when he was 
between runs on liberty ships, he was in charge of flight radio 
installation and setup on PBY's and B-24's at the old Consolidated 
plant in San Diego. He knew all about these sorts of things, for sure. 
Immediately, and with great gusto, we set to work to try to make the 
thing play. He had been a commercial op for 30 years but his licenses 
expired back in 1955, and he had been off into other things. He had 


been a ham off and on, since 1914, but his last amateur radio license 
had expired back in 1937. All this was like a trip way, way back 

into time for him, but he was like a kid all over again. We spent 
several weeks getting a power supply built (the original ran on 800 
cycle 115 volt, so it took some major reworking and parts reconnoitering) . 
But, after a couple of intense weeks of evening play and solder and 
burned fingertips, the beast she did again breathe fires of the ether. 
It distincly chirped and yooped, but was a sight to behold. It barely 
would light up a 25 watt light bulb to a small bit of indandescence, but 
it was a delightful glow as the key was pressed. At best it was putting 
out maybe 10 watts of ether buring holes, not much, for sure...... 

As the thing was spread out across a 5 foot table, from end to end, it 
probably was not the most practical of rigs, and was definitely a bit 

on the dangerous side with the power supply we put together. What a 

way to pique a ham wannabe's curiousity..... 


A few weeks later I was off tending to my own life with recent bride in 
tow, to a new job building C5A's, and I thought Dad had let the matter 

of the radio junque settle. But, no, he did not. Within a month or so 

he had gone down to the local FCC office and taken the general class 

ham license and the 25wpm code test and passed them cold. Heavens, thought 
I. I had been challenged by the OM. It was an unwritten challenge, but 
one not to be trifled with, thought I..... An elmer was quickly sought 

and with shaky hands and great trepidation, a wannabe became a novice. 


Although Dad opted out of running boatanchors, and settled for a new 
DX-60 with my recent Hammarlund HQ100 as his station (heck, he had 

run the original boatanchors when they were NEW), I settled for 

an ancient RGB (Hammarlund HQ-120X, navy model from WWII) and a DX-60. 
Dad later got a new-fangled pair of Kenwood Twins, but I remained true 

to the Boatanchors, forever. A venerable Super Skyrider, and many BC-375 
tuning units, and mountains of crystals, and a BC-221, and other assorted 
Boatanchors were to follow in a long stream even up to this day. 


The OM and I regularly would sked on 40 or 15 meters, and Dad tought me 
a lot about running a speed-key. Even when he was in his 80's he could 
still run a mean key around me, and keep me on my toes, for sure. 

As it be, Dad's trick on me to be the first to get the ham ticket, 

and be one-up on his son, was one of those father/son challenges that 

I will treasure all my life, and was the start of weekly skeds on CW 
that were to last some 15 more years, until he went on the final watch. 


It all started with one old ancient green Howard..... 


So endeth this tail of Ancient Howards, ARC-5s and other assorted 
Boatanchors..... 


73 Bob NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“*Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. «x 
KAKA IKK KA AKAIKE KI IKI IK IKI II III IKI I III IA III III III III III II KAI II IKI KAI IIIA AK. 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KK IK KKK KKK III KIKI KIKI III IKK IIIA KIKI III III KIKI III IIIA IA III IKI III IK IK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KK II KKK KKK III KIKI IKI KIKI III I IKK III II III III KIKI III IIIA KIA IIIA III KKK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:25:26 1994 
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys) 
Subject: First Lil' BA revisited (and typos corrected). 


Sorry about the horrid amount of typos on the first round of this. 
My appologies to the group for tuesday morning typing blues..... 


Bob 


KKKKKKKKEKKEKAK AK AKA KAKA K KKK KKK KKK IKK AEK AK AK AK IK IK IK KKKKKEKERK ERK 
Old Tales of Howards, ARC-5s, and Ham Wannabes..... Revisited: 
KKKKKKKIK KEK AK AK AKA KKK KK KK KK KIKI KKK AER AK AK AK AKIK IKK KK KKEKEKERK ERK 


Gentle Boatanchorites, crank the dial back into a time of perhaps 1955 
or so, when Sputnik had yet to be invented, and Korea was just settled. 
A small tale of my old boatanchor will I tell..... 


Mine was also an venerable old Howard, from about 1940 or 1946 or so. 

It was the pits to listen to, but stirred great dreams within the 
travels of my mind. The whole band and even its images were generously 
distributed across the dial.... a long sliderule affair of goodly length. 


It was the middle of the line but not the top of the line model. 
It worked, but was the AC 5 tube **All American'' lineup of short 
wave receivers of the period. I don't remember it even having a 
plate transformer, although that was a long, long time ago..... 


My OM, a long time sparks, brought it home one time when I was about 
8-10 years old. We used to listen to it on a little round table with 
real ‘‘tin can'' head fones. I think, in the bottom of my heart, that 
my OM still had a hankering to get back out to the great reaches of the 


sea, and ply the waves, but was beginning to get a bit settled into 
family life at age 53 or so. I, later in high school, dismembered the 
old Howard so that I could **see how it worked'' (a ham wannabe for 
sure but still woefully dense between the grey matter receivers then). 
Alas, I could not get it back together, and Dad was disinterested in 
it at that time since it was a rather poor receiver to begin with. 

It did make a fine addition to my junk box parts, as did almost all 
of the family's table radios and old tv sets of one sort or another. 
All the handmedowns of electronics were thrown my way, much to my 
satisfaction..... Such a collection of knobs, short leaded resistors 
and capacitors, and misc. nuts and bolts, only a kid at heart would 
dream of..... 


After playing with the Howard, there were many a time when the wannabe 
would hop on the two wheeled accessory transport device and peddle 

off to that hallowed hall, the town library, on the saturday morns. 
With great diligence would he ply the stacks and always could easily 
find the magic Dewey Decimal of 623.xxx for the run of classics like 
*““The Radio Boys....'' and Morgan's fine boys books of deep subjects 
like how-to-build-every-type-of-crystal-radio-set-that-you-ever-wanted. 
There was even an attempt at a °‘Fox-Hole'' radio using the razor 
blade, the pencil lead, the safety pin, and the bathroom toilet roll 
tube. Long ago was forgotten where the wire came from, but it probably 
came from a dismembered transformer in the junque parts box. Try as I 
may, I could never get that thing to work. Instead, I wound up putting 
in some magical thing with wires that was a new sort if crystal that 
was like galena and catswhisker all in one little tiny glass case. 

It was one of the early 1N34 glass diodes that you could look into 

with a magnifying glass and actually see a tiny block of germanium 

with a wondrously fine hairlike wire making contact to the surface 

of that block. That worked, right off. 


There were a couple of times that Dad brought in something new, a 
little thing that looked like a mineature top hat with three wires 
sticking out of the bottom of it. He said it was a *‘transistor''. 
Whoa, I thought, what was this transistor..... The thing was not 

much bigger than my 1N34, but it sure was funny looking with three 
wires rather than two. We hooked it up several ways, like a diode 

or an amplifier, with or without battery, and it worked almost all 

the different ways we hooked it up. Strange beast this **‘transistor''. 


There were runs to a little 5 and dime store run by a fine little ol' 
lady by the name of ‘‘Goldie''. She was as old as the hills to all of 
us kids, and had been on that corner since time began, or so it seemed. 
She had everything imaginable in the way of asian stamped plastic toy 
but she had the most important one of all --- the Red Rocket Radio 
Crystal Set!!!!! It cost $2.95 and some change for tax, and all the 
kids drooled over it. I saved up pennies and nickels and scrounged 


all the pop bottles from hither and yon, but finally, late in the summer 
of that year did find enough to get in my paws said Red Rocket Radio. 

It was a pure joy, indeed, to hook up that thing to a water pipe for 

a ground using the little alligator clip that was attached to the thing, 
and put the one xtal headfone into the ear and carefully slide the 

little red ball-rod in and out of the red rocket shaped body to tune 

in a station or a bunch at once. Ahh, what joy for the wannabe to behold. 


About the time of the great Uranium rush into the west, when everyone 
went prospecting across the great deserts (1957 or so) I remember Dad 
sitting on the kitchen table and making a strange boatanchor device 

of some sort. It had a couple of tiny tubes with wires, headfones, a very 
strange tube that he would not let me touch, a couple of 45 volt B 
batteries, a switch that he continuously dittled, and a few other parts. 
The whole was assembled on a breadboard of bakelite or some such. 

He had a rock on the table that was a strange yellowish color, and 

when he dittled the switch back and forth, the headfones (again * ‘tin 
cans'') would click, click, click and then a rush of clicks would be 
heard. He mentioned the words ‘geiger mueller tube' and ‘geiger 
counter' during those nights at the table. He had whipped up a 
boatanchor radiation counter for surveying for uranium. Several times 
we went out into the desert looking for rocks (as a kid I would stay 
behind with mom most of the time, and wait, and wait, and wait in 

the car). Never found much uranium, although the counter went wild 
after the Nevada tests and when the atomic cloud drifted away from 

the test site. I don't remember Dad glowing in the dark, though, and 

he lived to a ripe old age of 84. The young wannabe was always 
interested in this, but still was waiting for times in the future. 

I did get my fingers across the HV (remember that switch dittling back 
and forth --- it was the high voltage step up circuit for make and break 
charging of the geiger mueller tube) and it like to threw me across 

the table. Yikes, thought the wannabe, ya gots ta be careful around 
that radio stuff. 


One other time, Dad brought home an ARC-5 3-6 mhz receiver with a little 
AC supply built onto the dynamotor deck. It was great fun to listen to, 
and I played with it all through junior high. Back then, AM was still 
KING, and the wannabe still did not have much of an idea of what the 
code was...... (but the OM could read that funny morse sounding stuff 
like the wind.... ahh, I envied him, for sure --- I always wondered 

how he could do that, and it was years later that I found out the 

full story of how he did it, and learned how also). Many an afternoon 
and evening was spent rolling the dial carefully from one end to the 
other. I usually just listened to the SW stations and the ham fone 
stations that I could hear at either end of the dial. Dad, it seemed 
could understand all the beeps and bleeps of the morse that was still 

a figment of the imagination to the wannabe's ears. Alas, it was 
finally returned to its owner and the ham wannabe was left to flounder 


for a time-to-be that would be later into the future..... 


tere Much time later, and way beyond high school and into the realm 
of Uncle's Aircraft and Mechanically Heavy Duty Services..... 


One time, in the barracks, a GI friend down the hall managed to get 

a short wave radio smuggled in. As long as it was in the locker for 
inspection, no-one much cared. I was walking down the hall one day, 
and saw him sitting at the table with that thing turned on. I walked 
over and was curious as to what it was. It was not the usual table 
radio, but was a big fancy table model thing with grey cabinet with 
chrome trim and the biggest sliderule dial I had seen since the days 

of my tinkering with the Howard. I asked him what it was, and he said 
it was a Hallicrafters short wave receiver. I don't remember exactly 
what model it was, but it was a later all-band one with mineature tubes 
and bandspread coverage of the ham bands. That thing fired up the 

old curious cobwebs in my mind as had the Howard. I found myself often 
going down to his room and spending an hour or two listening between 
the cards and the beer. Some months later I found him hard up for 

cash flow (as we all were at one time or another after the Friday night 
cards) and he wanted to sell me that thing for 20 bucks. I said OK. 

It really piqued up my old Howard memories..... 


About 6 months later, the same guy came walking into my room and asked 
if I wanted another old piece of radio he had picked up. I said sure, 
why not, but was not sure what he was driving at..... When I went down 
to his room to pick it up, lo and behold it was a treasure from the 
ancient days --- a GP-7 General Electric Aircraft Transmitter from WWII. 
It was complete with two tuning units. How he ever got that thing, I 
never did know, but that was one sure fire good looking piece of gear, 
with all of its knobs and things...... It was gonna be hard to store 
it, cuz it took up all the locker (there was a spare in the room I was 
in at that time, which held it out of sight of the overzealous 2nd louie 
who made the inspection rounds each week. 


At about the same time, I was feeling the urge to get really interested 
in ham radio. I sold the Halliscratchers to another GI, and bought a 
good receiver, a Hammarlund HQ100. It would allow me to SWL and might 
make a good first receiver for a ham, I thought..... At the same time, 
I, being well-heeled as a footloose GI, got the notion into my head 
(probably from reading too many ads in the Handbook back pages that I 
had been studying), of getting myself a REAL KEY, for that future time 
when I would try to become a ham, when I got out of the service.... 
Dumb me, I bought not one, but two (one for me and one for the OM, just 
for fun) genuine golden bugs complete with cords and wedges and cases. 
It was only one months wages..... I did not yet know how to use them, 
so I opted also for a plain hand key from a local surplus store, just 
in case...... 


When I did get out of the service, some months later, I pulled a great 
one on the OM, and then he pulled a fast one on me..... As a joke, 

when I got home, I casually, one evening laid out some newspapers on 

the kitchen table when Dad was not looking, and snuck the GP-7 into 

the kitchen. ‘*‘Dad, what is this thing'', I asked, and will never forget 
the curious smile on his face when he walked into the room and saw 

that beast sitting there. During some of the war years when he was 
between runs on liberty ships, he was in charge of flight radio 
installation and setup on PBY's and B-24's at the old Consolidated 

plant in San Diego. He knew all about these sorts of things, for sure. 
Immediately, and with great gusto, we set to work to try to make the 
thing play. He had been a commercial op for 30 years but his licenses 
expired back in 1955, and he had been off into other things. He had 
been a ham off and on, since 1914, but his last amateur radio license 
had expired back in 1937. All this was like a trip way, way back 

into time for him, but he was like a kid all over again. We spent 
several weeks getting a power supply built (the original ran on 800 
cycle 115 volt, so it took some major reworking and parts reconnoitering) . 
But, after a couple of intense weeks of evening play and solder and 
burned fingertips, the beast she did again breathe fires of the ether. 
It distincly chirped and yooped, but was a sight to behold. It barely 
would light up a 25 watt light bulb to a small bit of indandescence, but 
it was a delightful glow as the key was pressed. At best it was putting 
out maybe 10 watts of ether buring holes, not much, for sure...... 

As the thing was spread out across a 5 foot table, from end to end, it 
probably was not the most practical of rigs, and was definitely a bit 

on the dangerous side with the power supply we put together. What a 

way to pique a ham wannabe's curiousity..... 


A few weeks later I was off tending to my own life with recent bride in 
tow, to a new job building C5A's, and I thought Dad had let the matter 

of the radio junque settle. But, no, he did not. Within a month or so 

he had gone down to the local FCC office and taken the general class 

ham license and the 25wpm code test and passed them cold. Heavens, thought 
I. I had been challenged by the OM. It was an unwritten challenge, but 
one not to be trifled with, thought I..... An elmer was quickly sought 

and with shaky hands and great trepidation, a wannabe became a novice. 


Although Dad opted out of running boatanchors, and settled for a new 
DX-60 with my recent Hammarlund HQ100 as his station (heck, he had 

run the original boatanchors when they were NEW), I settled for 

an ancient RGB (Hammarlund HQ-120X, navy model from WWII) and a DX-60. 
Dad later got a new-fangled pair of Kenwood Twins, but I remained true 

to the Boatanchors, forever. A venerable Super Skyrider, and many BC-375 
tuning units, and mountains of crystals, and a BC-221, and other assorted 
Boatanchors were to follow in a long stream even up to this day. 


The OM and I regularly would sked on 40 or 15 meters, and Dad tought me 
a lot about running a speed-key. Even when he was in his 80's he could 
still run a mean key around me, and keep me on my toes, for sure. 

As it be, Dad's trick on me to be the first to get the ham ticket, 

and be one-up on his son, was one of those father/son challenges that 

I will treasure all my life, and was the start of weekly skeds on CW 
that were to last some 15 more years, until he went on the final watch. 


It all started with one old ancient green Howard..... 


So endeth this tail of Ancient Howards, ARC-5s and other assorted 
Boatanchors..... 


73 Bob NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAAKK 


x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KK II KKK KKK IIIA IKK III KIKI KIKI III IKK III III KIKI III III IIIA III III IIIA KIRK KK 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KKK II KKK KKK III KI KKK IIIA III KK III KIKI III IKI KI III IIIA III IIIA IAAI KKK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KI KII KK IKK IKI KI KKK III II KIKI III IKK III III KIKI III III III III IIIA IIIA KIKI IK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:58:58 1994 
From: "Kevin Anderson" <GGANDERSON@Augustana.edu> 
Subject: First Lil' Boatanchor -- Halli S-38 


I still have my FRB -- my dad's S-38. He got it when he was 
stationed overseas during the forgotten war, then it sat for 
years in his basement workshop, where it sat pegged on WCCO 
AM 830 for listening to baseball games. I used it for 
several years in the 1970s, then he got it back until he 
gave it to me a few years ago. 


A fun little AC/DC receiver. Terrible image rejection, 
horrible "BFO" (not really a BFO, just a non-controllable 
regen feedback pass) that needs the volume full up to hear, 
garbled SSB much of the time, SSB feedthrough while 
listening to AM, CW that comes in on both sides of the 
signal, hand capacitance depending upon the weather.... 
(what else can I add?). Still its fun. I still have the 
little piece of masking tape I put on to mark the 
boundaries of the 80m band (I didn't know how to align the 


receiver in the 1970s; now it is aligned and the tape is 
on for memories). This is the C model, and someday 

I hope to have one each of the A-E models, plus a spare C 
to go with mine. 


It sits prominently on my desk at home, still with the same 
antenna wire attached that it always used and propped up on 
some pieces of wood to tilt the front just as I did years 
ago (I guess habits don't die). 


Kevin 

KKK KK KK KR KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK 
Kevin L. Anderson, Geography Dept., Augustana College 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 USA phone: (309) 794-7325 


e-mail: gganderson@augustana.edu or kla@helios.augustana.edu 
KAR KKK KEKE KKK KKK KK KK KEKE KK KEK KKK KEKE KKK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:25:45 1994 
From: "Kevin Anderson" <GGANDERSON@Augustana.edu> 
Subject: First Lil' Boatanchor -- Halli S-38 


I still have my FRB -- my dad's S-38. He got it when he was 
stationed overseas during the forgotten war, then it sat for 
years in his basement workshop, where it sat pegged on WCCO 
AM 830 for listening to baseball games. I used it for 
several years in the 1970s, then he got it back until he 
gave it to me a few years ago. 


A fun little AC/DC receiver. Terrible image rejection, 
horrible "BFO" (not really a BFO, just a non-controllable 
regen feedback pass) that needs the volume full up to hear, 
garbled SSB much of the time, SSB feedthrough while 
listening to AM, CW that comes in on both sides of the 
signal, hand capacitance depending upon the weather.... 
(what else can I add?). Still its fun. I still have the 
little piece of masking tape I put on to mark the 
boundaries of the 80m band (I didn't know how to align the 
receiver in the 1970s; now it is aligned and the tape is 
on for memories). This is the C model, and someday 

I hope to have one each of the A-E models, plus a spare C 
to go with mine. 


It sits prominently on my desk at home, still with the same 
antenna wire attached that it always used and propped up on 
some pieces of wood to tilt the front just as I did years 
ago (I guess habits don't die). 


Kevin 


KAR KKK KEKE KEKE KKK KEKE KEKE KEKE KEKE KKK KKK KEKE KKK 
Kevin L. Anderson, Geography Dept., Augustana College 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 USA phone: (309) 794-7325 
e-mail: gganderson@augustana.edu or kla@helios.augustana.edu 
KKK KEKE KKK KEK KKK KEK KEKE KEKE KEKE KKK KK KEKE KKK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:29:23 1994 
From: CHRIS _ PRUSSING <RMCP@tundra.alaska.edu> 
Subject: Fixing Up Nice Old Radios update 


Hi Gang- 

Well, this is not good news. Probably as much of a reflection on Our Times 
as the Juice on the Loose pursuit that they broke up the Cubs game with 
last night. 

OK, the "books" arrived Priority mail last evening. On inspecting them 
saw that Ed had had made photocopies. And not good ones either. You 
know how when you make a copy of an underchassis view (and the original 
had many good ones made with a view camera)with a good modern, properly 
set copier, the copy is often better than the original Riders? Well, 

Ed must have patronized Fast Ed's Kinky-Print Drive Thru because 

such was not the case. The copies are on the way back to Ed! 

Sorry to have raised any expectations. I asked Mr. Romney if he knew if 
the copies from ARC/ARS were original and he didn't think so. Those who 
have originals might well value them as much as an original FOS (These are 
now badly reprinted). 

BTW, if you are thinking of buying Communications Receivers 3rd Ed. 
because you have heard the photos are "greatly improved" forget it. 
Only two replaced plates, two added to body of book, many others 

poorly rescreened, and the military tack-on is a pitifull five 

pages (Do you really need a fuzzy shot of a BC-348 and a BC-454. 

Again, cherish the second ed. and save the $20 to buy a nice 

BA 35mm and some Tri-X to document the contents under swap tables.MHO. 
More on this debacle (and The Rest Of The Story on Cramolin)when my 
antique sphygmomanometer systolic reading goes down. 

Warning: next re: Fixing post will probably contain standard 

diatribe on Why You Not Only Can't Get Good Stuff in America; You 

Can't Even Get Good Pictures of Good Stuff Once Made In America or 

Can I send anyone a copy of the latest Sangean or Yaesu brochure? 

Jim Dillon RMCP@Tundra.Alaska. Edu 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 17:16:11 1994 
From: usechng3@ibmmail .COM 
Subject: FLB 


To: INTERNET--IBMMAIL Internet Communica 


>From: JOHN A. HYATT,ECDR, 150A, (5574) 


Subject: FLB 


My FLB (first little boatanchor) was, ca. 1962, a Knight-Kit 

Span Master. Thing had two (count ‘em, 2)tubes in a regenerative 
circuit, a titchy little bandspread dial, and reacted very 
vigorously to hand capacitance in a way which made running the thing 
a constant adventure. 


Anybody else out there in BA-land ever have one of these? Not something 
I'd recommend to any hamfest browser, but I do wonder if many of 
them ever got sold. As I recall the cost was around $25 for the kit... 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 20:39:28 1994 
From: aj092@yfn.ysu.edu (Kenneth V. Zichi) 
Subject: Re: FLB 


JOHN A. HYATT sez: 

>My FLB (first little boatanchor) was, ca. 1962, a Knight-Kit 
>Span Master. Thing had two (count ‘em, 2)tubes in a regenerative 
>circuit, a titchy little bandspread dial, and reacted very 


>Anybody else out there in BA-land ever have one of these? Not something 
>I'd recommend to any hamfest browser, but I do wonder if many of 
>them ever got sold. As I recall the cost was around $25 for the kit... 


My FLB (I like that!) was a step further along the evolutionary 
ladder ... a "national" 5 tube am/sw superhet that covered the 
AM BCB and 6-18 MHz (in one 180 degree revolution of the dial!) again, 
for about $25 (ca 1969) in kit form. The thing had a hum problem 
that no amount of PS filtering did in, and was similarly a "challenge" 
to tune, but I logged 40 countries with it before I "graduated" to 
real BAs like the NC-98 (I guess that is almost a canoe ancho really...) 
and my motly assortment that I still have on hand. I imagine there are 
quite a few similar kits out there, but I can't seem to bring myself to part 
with that first kit -- even though I did a terible job building it! 
Sigh, the "good ole days...." :) 73 //kvz 


kv zichi -->bz649@Cleveland.Freenet.edu 
despite what the address above may say! 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:29:09 1994 
From: CHRIS _ PRUSSING <RMCP@tundra.alaska.edu> 
Subject: Flying Canoechock Wanted 


Hi Fellow Taildragger Fans- 

Spring has sprung on the Far Side and thoughts turn to redecorating the 
Super Cub panel. Well, the imaginary Super Cub. But the panel is real. 
And I think it needs an RCA AVR-100-A. 

This is WWII vintage square box with deco-ish round control area. Knobs 
and phone jack arranged penta-star like around thumbwheel dial and 

RCA logo. Tunes 195-405 and 550-1500. Used in L-2 and other Grasshopper 
spotter planes. 

Does anyone have a AVR-100 they would like to sell or trade for 
something equally priceless like a Narco Superhomer? Need not work, 

but round part of panel should look good and knobs there. 

Thanks Jim Dillon RMCP@Tundra.Alaska.Edu 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 23:32:01 1994 
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.raider.net> 
Subject: Found at the 'Fest 


I was too busy with the 'Fest to do much lookin' and tradin' today at 
the Nashville HamFest... first one since 1984 here! 


However, I was standing there, looking at the folks passing by from my 
vantage point behind the "Test Bench" where Fleamarket bargains could 
be quick-tested, and just happened to spot a BA-1 Heath Balun kit in 
pretty nice shape... Never even haggled... $5.00 was what the card 
said, and the guy was happy to sell it... though not as happy as I was 
to take it home. 


For those who don't know, the BA-1 is a crossed-parallel pair of 

bifilar wound air-core coils with an SO-239 on on end of the cabinet, 

and two ceramic feed-throughs on the other. Plain, simple, to the 

point. Manual was included! Good day for 'Festing! ;%) 

73, 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657 -- all from the mobile! ;%) 


Fire Bottle Server (Boat Anchors Get Out and Keep You Warm!) 
firebotl@jackatak.raider.net 
Where Old Radios and Fun ... GO TOGETHER! 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:15 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: gullible hamfesters :-) 


ul> From: ulowell!aol.com! JosephwP 


ul> My HQ-180 is the AX model with the crystal bank in place of the clock. 
ul> Also includes the noise blanker. It has no case, but was fitted with a 
ul> rack mount bracket, and came for the New Orleans coast guard station. 
ul> The front panel is very worn in spots. 


I have the 170 myself. I got it at a ‘fest about a year ago for 
$85. It was about the only interesting thing in the hall, and there were 
only a few dealers there. I had to go home with "something." <grin> The 
panel is almost perfect -- it was even waxed. The dials are a bit dingy 
though so I might try cleaning them with care. Any suggestions? A lit 


ul> I now have two HQ-215s on the way. Have been trying to get one of 
ul> these for years, but seem to call a day late when one appeared in the 
ul> yellow sheets, etc. and never have seen one at a hamfest. 


I've only seen pictures of those but they looked nice. Is that 
GC or ham only? As for the HTYS, I know, the West Coasters do have the 
time advantage. 


ul> I just got a Heath Senenca and a SB-110. 


My best friend's dad has a Seneca. Pretty little rig....that era 
Heath stuff is my favorite. Chrome!!!! 


--Andy 
. When was the last time you said, "RIG HR IS HOMEBREW, OM..." ? 

From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 07:34:15 1994 

From: JosephWP@aol.com 

Subject: Re: gullible hamfesters :-) 
ul> My HQ-180 is the AX model with the crystal bank in place of the clock. 
ul> Also includes the noise blanker. It has no case, but was fitted with a 
ul> rack mount bracket, and came for the New Orleans coast guard station. 


ul> The front panel is very worn in spots. 


The above mentioned set only cost me $ 45 and came with two manuals. Not a 


bad deal overall. It does work, though it isn't pretty. 


The HQ-215 is basically a transistorized 75S-3B clone. It used Collins 
mechanical filters. It has additional crystal positions for additional bands 
(11 or so - though I cannot recall for sure and the manual is somewhere else 
right now). 


Hope that I can get the Seneca going. I think that I have all the problems in 
the SB-110 licked but have not powered into a dummy load yet. Wish me luck! 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:58:00 1994 
From: loul@ihlpm.att.com (Louis M Leciejewski +1 708 979 3382) 
Subject: RE: HAMMARLUND 


ul> From: ulowell!ki5sl.ampr.org!ki5sl 


ul> Hello again, was reading some about the HQ-215 here and thought I'd 
ul> drop a line. The HQ-215 is styled a lot like the Collins S-line, but 
ul> is still distictively Hammarlund with its front panel trim ring and 
ul> dial bezels following the cast aluminum motif used after Hamarlund 
ul> started rounding the corners on their rigs. 


I think that style was the best of the Hammarlund receivers. 
Appearance-wise, certainly. I love the looks of my HQ-170 but I have a 
simple electrical failure I have to £ix some weekend when it's NOT 95 
degrees. (Ugh. I hate tube rigs in hot weather!) But the 170 is nice. 
Mine is the 160-6 version. I didn't notice a lot of drift after a 15 
minute warm-up, but I do find that large fine tuning knob to be helpful. 
As an SWL I used to admire the HQ-180s but I'd never go back to less 
than 1 kHz resolution in an SWL rig. 


When exactly did Hammarlund die out? 
--Andy 


Well, good to see all the Hammarlund discussion here! Hammarlund was always 
my favorite receiver...I really liked the styling. I had a HQ-170/VHF but 
sold it about 7 years ago. I still have the HQ-105/TR my Dad bought me as 
my first SWL receiver. I had lots of fun with that set...sending out for 
SWL QSL cards, etc. I added the Hammarlund XTAL Calibrator to it also. I 
also still have my Hammarlund HXL-ONE Linear Amp that I very seldom still 
use with my Kenwood XCVR. The HXL-ONE is a REAL Boatanchor!!! 


73's 


Lou 


WB9DKY 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:03 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Hammarlunds 


ul> From: ulowell!ki5sl.ampr.org!ki5sl1 


ul> Hello again, was reading some about the HQ-215 here and thought I'd 
ul> drop a line. The HQ-215 is styled a lot like the Collins S-line, but 
ul> is still distictively Hammarlund with its front panel trim ring and 
ul> dial bezels following the cast aluminum motif used after Hamarlund 
ul> started rounding the corners on their rigs. 


I think that style was the best of the Hammarlund receivers. 
Appearance-wise, certainly. I love the looks of my HQ-170 but I have a 
simple electrical failure I have to £ix some weekend when it's NOT 95 
degrees. (Ugh. I hate tube rigs in hot weather!) But the 170 is nice. 
Mine is the 160-6 version. I didn't notice a lot of drift after a 15 
minute warm-up, but I do find that large fine tuning knob to be helpful. 
As an SWL I used to admire the HQ-180s but I'd never go back to less 
than 1 kHz resolution in an SWL rig. 


When exactly did Hammarlund die out? 
--Andy 
. 3885/1945/7295 -- all hail the Tube Boobs! 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 02:02:59 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: Heavy Metal Poisoning! 


Just read the latest mail to come down the pike and one thing I need to clear 
up, the R-388 is a military version of the civilian 513-3. The R-388A is 

the designator for the military versiion of the 513-4. I have one of each 

and it seems as if the gain of the R388 is a bit higher than the 513-4 

and folks in the past have attributed this to the loss present in the 
mechanical filters..I know circuit mods were made to overcome some of this 
loss and mine worked when I brought them home, so, I gotta add the disclaimer 
that this is just how mine work ! :-) Besides, the PTO in the R-388 has died 
an I need to rebuild it...I got the parts, just need the (as we Texans say) 
cajones to get started on the heart of this great receiver! 


Also, the Collins A-line was Saint James Grey, a very dark shade of grey, 
but put a rig in a black case and see what I mean! I had a case on my 
32-V2 that was really messed up and someone had sprayed it metallic blue! 
Since it was already foobar'ed, I sanded the case down, primared it with 
Rustoleum red primer and then sprayed a textured black finish using 
Krylon Semmi-Flat Black. I textured it by letting the case get warm in the 
sun and sprayed on light coats of paint at a distance enough to dry 
immediately upon contact with the hot case, and then took a straight oin 
and opened the spray nozzle orifice up a bit and kinda cast a coarse 
dusting of spray over the surface. It's not wrinkle finish, but, it 
isn't ugly...much better than metallic blue! 


I have used pretty much the same method to replicate the stippled finish 
on the Drake wrappers, just spraying a few light caots with the same paint 
as above and then splattering some droplets of paint (very fine ones, 
about 1/32" dia at the very most) from the same enlarged nozzle and then 
baking the cases in about a 175 deg F. oven. Krylon has in their "Soft 
Shades" line a dove grey that is semi-gloss. I found this paint to have 
essentially the same color as the case on my SR-400A Hallicrafters Xcvr, 
and I sprayed it with the stippling method as above....It looks original, 
just be careful, I know that the case for an SR-500 Tornado that I used 
too have had a set of plastic feet that melted in the oven, I had to drill 
them off and replace them with rubber feet of the same size, so be careful 
about what you bake! This grey is also as exact a match to the lighter 
grey used on the face panel of the R390/URR and the CU-656. I repainted 
the 390's face panel with it and used the semi-flat black on the knobs 
(after stripping and primering all) and its beautiful. The R390A/URR's 
that I have use a darker grey for their face plates and I may have to 

get some mixed up to use with the touch-up spray gun. The touch-up gun 

is a much better choice for painting things like are used in the rigs 

we play with than a full sized spray gun. I used one to do a 40 coat 
lacquer pearl white paintjob on my 1982 Yamaha Turbo Seca....a full size 
spray gun is good for racks over about 4 ft tall, though, and it makes 
that work go real fast. 


C U Later 


73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
kid5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.148 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 04:25:31 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: HQ-215 


Hello again, was reading some about the HQ-215 here and thought I'd 

drop a line. The HQ-215 is styled a lot like the Collins S-line, but 

is still distictively Hammarlund with its front panel trim ring and dial 
bezels following the cast aluminum motif used after Hamarlund started 
rounding the corners on their rigs. 

The rig uses Collins mechanical filters in the 455 khz IF, they look like 
the ones used in the S-line. Mine has only the stock 2.1 khz filter. I 
wish I had a 6 khz one so I could see how the rig works on AM. The rig 
will receive on any frequency between 3.4 and 30.0 mhz. The auxiliary 
xtal ranges below 14.8 mhz are the same ones as used in an S-line, above 
this frequency 3rd overtone xtals are used. There is a rejection notch 
and selectable AGC. The BFO is adjustable only in CW position. The dial 
scale is mounted on the edge of about an 8 inch disk and is calibrated 
from 0 to 200 with about 10 khz under and over this range. The 1 kc 
readout is easy to use and the rig is fairly stable. I have heard talk 
about front end problems and IMD but I have had no experience with this 
myself. I think its the only Hammarlund with 1 khz dial markings, and, 
they are linear on all freq settings, no higher frequency scale compression! 


It is too bad that Hammarlund brought this design out at the end of their 
life, a tube type earlier equivalent would have been a good addition to 
their line and would probably been well received. Repeat frequency 
acquisition is easy with this rig on any band, not like the "monkey motion" 
one has to go thru with a band spreading rig! I think there were 3 versions 
of this radio, I believe that mine is of the first run as the manual is 
dated 1-68. 


Cheers! 

73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.148 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:59:41 1994 
From: CHRIS _ PRUSSING <RMCP@tundra.alaska.edu> 
Subject: HRO coil I.D. help need 


Fellow (indirect) readers- 

Have finally acquired E and F coils for my HRO-5 (mostly). Would like 

to know out of morbid curiousity exactly what these 2 coils and their 
accompanying (but not necessarily original) calibration charts were 
intended for. 

The E coil: The coil itself is a medium grey crackle. it functions with 
good calibration across 900 to 2050 in my -5 

The calibration plate is metal 8 1/16 by 2 1/4 black print on natural 


aluminum ‘coil set Type JE 
The F coil: 

Black crackle. Same round grab bars as one above (and other HRO -5 and RAS-5) 
Had 2" by 3" paper calibration chart '48-96' This was covered 

by 

a 8 1/4 by 2 1/4 calibration blank held on by 8 small screws and filled 

in carefully typewritten for the coil coverage. However, the calibration 

is way off. I suspect this is from a 175kc i.f. RAS/HRO-jr. 

However it does not have the center metal nomenclature plate that my 

RAS-5 coils have. Coil set 2 of a RAS is 450 to 900. This one is 

‘48-96! 

Any ideas as to exactly what these coils/calibration plates/charts 

were original equipment in? 

Incidentally, the ‘wrong' F coil works great after making a temporary 
calibration graph- we have no strong nearby stations to produce 

what would normally be a bad imaging problem. Anyone have any 

experience converting 175 kc Jr coil sets to work best in 

456 HROs? 

Thanks Jim Dillon RMCP@Tundra.Alaska. Edu 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:21:29 1994 
From: "James C Reid" <0093373@CCMAIL.EMIS.hac.com> 
Subject: HT-37 


Fellow BA'ers, 

I have an opportunity to purchase(or horse-trade) for an HT-37 
transmitter. Is this a fairly decent unit or something that's not 
worth the effort? I'm not much of an HF person yet, but I'm looking 
for something to shift to after playing with my Heath HW-101. Any 
comments would be most appreciated. Thanks in advance. 


-Jim N6SVS 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:41:55 1994 

From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: HT-37 

James writes: 


>Eshould I buy an HT-37?] 


Like any boatanchor, depends on price, condition and if the seller has manuals, 


documents, and a willingness to take the thing back if it doesn't work out. 
Don't pay over $100 unless the thing is awfully good. 


The HT-37 is a complicated, phasing-type rig that needs a lot of alignment. 

If aligned, it sounds unusually natural on SSB. This also makes it a favorite 
with pirate radio broadcasters. Also there's only 25 watts on AM, making them 
harder to DF. :-) 


The power supply is kind of piddly, but I ran mine on CW for years withoug 
incident. You can monitor your keying watching the VR tube flash on and off. 
:-) :-) You may get reports of key clicks with a straight key or bug. I 
solved this one by wiring a resistor and cap in resonance with the key to make 
a time delay. Worked. 


(hard on the contacts, though......... ) 


You'll need a changeover relay. I think they still make these. A new one 
will cost more than the HT-37, but they do turn up at swap meets. 


Hugh NV6H 
"Oh, and bring a friend if your back is weak..." 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:11:33 1994 
From: wier@merlin.etsu.edu (Dr. Robert R. Wier) 
Subject: instrument manuals 


I was going thru some boxes of stuff, and ran across a TUCKER 
Surplus manual from a couple of years ago. I note that they 
have copies of a large number of manuals available (I suppose 
they get xem on their equipment and make copies as they 

pass thru). 


If anyone is looking for a manual (mostly on instruments as 
opposed to radios) Ixll be happy to take a look at the list 

and let you know what they say. Just drop me some e-mail. 

Most prices run in the $10 - $20 range (as of a couple of years 
ago). 


THANKS! 


---Bob Wier de WB5KXH 
wier@merlin.etsu.edu 


===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ====== 
Bob Wier, keeper of the Adobe Photoshop, Icom 
radio, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists 


wier@merlin.etsu.edu 


currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation 
(this is a xhigh levelx system :-) 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:21:32 1994 
From: wier@merlin.etsu.edu (Dr. Robert R. Wier) 
Subject: instrument manuals 


I was going thru some boxes of stuff, and ran across a TUCKER 
Surplus manual from a couple of years ago. I note that they 
have copies of a large number of manuals available (I suppose 
they get xem on their equipment and make copies as they 

pass thru). 


If anyone is looking for a manual (mostly on instruments as 
opposed to radios) Ix*ll be happy to take a look at the list 

and let you know what they say. Just drop me some e-mail. 

Most prices run in the $10 - $20 range (as of a couple of years 
ago). 


THANKS! 


---Bob Wier de WB5KXH 
wier@merlin.etsu.edu 


===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ====== 

Bob Wier, keeper of the Adobe Photoshop, Icom 

radio, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists 
wier@merlin.etsu.edu 


currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation 
(this is a xhigh levelx system :-) 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:56:29 1994 
From: Tim Rosaire <timros@crl.com> 
Subject: Is this stuff worth anything? 


Fellow Boatanchor-Lovers, 
When I purchased my first R-390A a few years ago, along with 


a CV-591A/URR Single Side-Bank Converter, it came with a rack 
full of equipment that looks pretty interesting, but haven't used 


(and since I'm just a DXer, probably won't be): 


1. A MODEL SBE-2 TRANSMITTING MODE SELECTOR. There's also a 
plate on the front that says "Exciter Unit Model A-1516" 
and a National Bureau of Standards property sticker 
pasted on it. 


2. MODEL 0-330B/FR RADIO FREQUENCY OSCILLATOR. 
3. MODEL TIS-3 TONE INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM. 
4. MODEL 1397 POWER SUPPLY. 


5. MODEL CV-305/U FREQUENCY SHIFT CONVERTER. The ID plate 
says "U.S. Army Signal Corps." on it. 


Although I haven't fired any of it up, this equipment seems 
to be in good condition (albeit a little dusty). Could someone 
tell me if any of this gear is of value to a collector? Or is it 
so outdated--like itme #5--that it's worthless. 


--Tim Rosaire 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 09:29:48 1994 
From: JosephWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Is this stuff worth anything? 


There are probably a number of boatanchor lovers who would delight in getting 
hold of one or more of those sets. 


If you do decide to dispose of them, I may be interested in the CV-305. It 
would go well with my Mite teleprinter as a tube RATT converter (I presently 
have a URA-17 for that slot). Also have the TM for it. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 10:50:21 1994 
From: "Menachem Galatz DC" <mgalatz@panix.com> 
Subject: Re: Is this stuff worth anything? 


>Fellow Boatanchor-Lovers, 

> 

> When I purchased my first R-390A a few years ago, along with 
>a CV-591A/URR Single Side-Bank Converter, it came with a rack 


>full of equipment that looks pretty interesting, but haven't used 
>(and since I'm just a DXer, probably won't be): 

> 

> 


Can such units be used for whats called "exalted carrier" reception of AM? 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:10:21 1994 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Is this stuff worth anything? 


>>> 
You're the first person I've ever heard of who had a Mite teleprinter. 
>>> 


Well, truth be known, I know of only one other person who has one besides me 
- Geoff Fors. There must be others out there somewhere. I guess that when 
computer technology took over RATT, most machines went into the scrap heap. 
And there were not too many Mites out there in any event. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 00:52:05 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: Just my thoughts on Cleaning 


Hi guys, just been reading some of the thoughts on cleaning the BA's and 
I'd just like to recount my experiences. 


I once really screwed up the paint on the front of a DX-40 by using a 
cleaner that was too harsh for the paint, so I have switched to using 
nothing stronger than a diluted mild soloution of dishwashing liquid. 


I have seen cleaners like 409 and Fantastic take grease off, brighten 
dull chassis, and etch glass. 


I have a DX-100 that the copper plated chassis was really grungy. I 
mixed up a soloution of half ammonia and half 409 and scrubbed the 
whole chassis down with it. It did a great job of really cleaning the 
grunginess and brightened the copper plating up quite a bit. I would 
never use this mixture on anything that was not sealed (the xformers 

on the DX-100 are potted and I didn't worry too much about them getting 
soaked but all normal precautions and disclaimers apply here!) or on 
anything that I valued the paint on. I have soaked painted parts in 
straight ammonia overnite and had the paint softened and removed, but, 
be careful with alloys. 


Knobs I soak in a mild detergent soloution and the scrub with a mild 
rather a soft toothbrush. I have polished bakelite knobs that were dull 
with Simichrome polish (something that I always had on hand in my 
motorcycle and sports car days) and then give it a coat of Meguiars 

car wax. 


Of course, Armor-All, Son-of-Gun, and other polymer protectants 
have a nice effect on plastics and rubber but don't ever get any 
near something you are going to paint or you risk "fish-eyes" in 
the finish. 


Printed dials I always try to clean with plain water before graduating 
to anything stronger, some dials are irreplaceable, and Collins drums 
that have the decal on them are very, very fragile. I use a soft paper 
towel like the Viva brand dampened to carefully wipe dust off of these. 
I believe that decals were a form of paint that was applied to a water 
soluble adhesive, so, that is why they are so fragile after so many 
years. I have also used a light coating of the polymer protectant 

to stave off any more aging effects on good, clean, intact decals, 

but I dont know if that's good or not. I have one righ that I did about 
4 yrs ago and it seems fine and still shiny....just dont use a heavy 
coating or you may have a dust problem. 


On another subject, I was pawing thru the garage and found a Browning 
Golden Eagle MKII. Remembering something about mechanical filters in 
these rigs, I opened up the receiver, and low and behold, a Collins 

6 khz wide, 455 khz IF mechanical filter! Just the right size and style 


for the IF in the HQ-215!!! Its a shame to take the filter out of one 
rig, but, it will give me an idea of how the HQ-215 will sound with an 
AM filter in it....Besides, I haven't bee on Chicken Band in years and 


have no interest in it. The Brownings are just part of the collection, 
and we know how collections are! You never know what you'll find when 
you start buying stuff! Don't worry, I won't chop up the Brownings, its 
just a test, only a test! 

....sorry about the spelling above, it should be: I haven't BEEN on 
Chicken Band..... my mind is faster than my thick fingers, to much current 
has passed through them (could be fingers and mind both?).... 


CUL 


73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.148 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 15:59:22 1994 


From: "Menachem Galatz DC" <mgalatz@panix.com> 
Subject: Looking for R388 


Hello Boatanchorites, 
Does anyone have a R388 or R388A for sale? 


Menachem 
mgalatz@panix.com 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:30:46 1994 
From: "Jack Mor" <usr8563a@TSO.UC.EDU> 
Subject: Looking for Zenith Trans-Oceanic 


I have a nice collection of Zenith Trans-Oceanic that glow in the dark 
somehow I feel that this collection need at leas one solid-state receiver. 


If you have a Zenith Trans-Oceanic 700 Royal that is seating around doing 
noting but looking for a good home, and if the price is right, I would 
like to buy it and add it to my collection. 


Please let me know the condition and the price. 


Thanks, Jack Mor 
usr8563a@tso.uc.edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 11:08:10 1994 
From: "Roy Morgan" <morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 
Subject: MAARC Antique Radio Club 


Dave and others, 


Here's info on our antique radio club: 


The Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club is the second largest club of it's kind. 
We have: 


-monthly meetings north of DC with: sales tables, program and auction 

-a GOOD newsletter, now bigger and better (We've joined with Radio Age) 

-free monthly ad for members (up to 100 words) 

-800+ members all across the states, 30 overseas 

-tube sales for members 

-COMPLETE schematics and service info library ($4 first set, $3 each 
additional) 


-annual picnic and auction event 
-annual Radioactivity event with classes, flea market, and auction 


We have a great club, and we've had two big events in the recent 

months: a new, expanded newsletter beginning in June '94 (we've merged with 
Radio Age), and our first annual radio meet, "Radioactivity" in New Carrolton, 
MD on June 17 and 18. 


Send your postal address to me for sample issue and application form. 
Roy Morgan, MAARC Membership, P.O. Box 1362, Washington Grove MD 20880. 
Or use e-mail: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 

(Note: dues are $20/year, $40 for 25 months.) 


Future meetings: 
Sunday, July 17* 
Sunday Aug 21* 

Sunday Sept 18x 


* All SUMMER metings are at 2:00 PM, New Hope Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Burtonsville, MD. (In the Fall, we switch to Saturday Evening at 
7:30 PM.) 


Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:40:43 1994 
From: drs@ccd.harris.com (Doug Snowden) 
Subject: Manuals 


It would be nice if someone with the knowledge would post 
a summary of places that sell used or new manuals for 
boatanchors. Not many I suspect, but who knows, not me. 


Doug, N4IJ 


who is still checking garage sales each weekend for surprises. 
So far nada. 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 18:48:49 1994 
From: King <jak@ssd.ray.com> 
Subject: Re: Manuals... A proposal 


Doug Snowden writes: 


>It would be nice if someone with the knowledge would post 
>a summary of places that sell used or new manuals for 
>boatanchors. Not many I suspect, but who knows, not me. 


>Doug, NAIJ 


There are a couple of places to order BA manuals. W7FG advertises 
in ER every month, and HI Manuals advertises in QST. Prices run 
$10-30 for a photocopy manual. Private parties also sell manuals 
here as well. 


However, here's a proposal that I've had kicking around for a while: 
why don't we set up a manual swap program amongst the BA collectors? 
This might not please the folks that are selling them for profit, 
but I know it would make my life easier. 


Fer instance, I'm looking for manuals for: 


Johnson Challenger 
Johnson Ranger I 
Johnson Valiant II 
Johnson Signal Sentry 


I'd be glad to swap for manuals of: 


Heath TX-1 Apache 

Heath DX-20 

Heath VF-1 VFO 

Johnson Viking I 

Johnson 122 VFO 

Johnson Matchbox (includes 275 and KW) 


What do you folks think? 


735 
John King WA1ABI 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:06 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 


John A. King || jak@ssd.ray.com at work || WALABI@KC1CE.RI on the air. 
john@jkhome.network23.com at home || C-172 N20327 in the air. 


Subject: Modifications/National 
ul> From: ulowell!ki5sl.ampr.org!ki5sl 


ul> The Nationals now are connected to their matching 
ul> speakers that use a single 10 in. driver, same speakers, similar sound. 


I'd like to find the 10" National speaker to match my HRO-50 
sometime. By the way, the latest (June) Electric Radio has what looks to 
be an interesting series of HRO articles starting. The author shows his 
HRO-50T. Funny, they used grey knobs for the controls. Sort of a 
mismatch compared to the black micrometer dial knob. I like the 50T1 
looks better. His HRO also has a funny bar calibrator switch -- was that 
stock? In the 50T1 it's a center-off toggle switch. 


ul> I'll agree that there may be a way to increase the fidelity of the PP 
ul> amp in these rigs, but, I have a real hard time with mods. If I were 
ul> to grab something inside my Johnson Thunderbolt and have to operate 
ul> from a more spiritual plane, would the next person to get mey gear be 
ul> able to figure out what the heck was going on with a modified piece of 
ul> gear? 


I agree. It's almost to the point that if I ever DO modify 
anything, I'd put the modified schematic inside a folder attached to the 
bottom of the rig, or else inside it. 


ul> The HRO-60 has a product detector which used no external mods, but, 
ul> has a switch inside ganged with the mode selector switch using a chain 
ul> drive. 


Electric Radio in issue 44 had an article about adding a product 
detector to the AUX socket inside the NC-183D. I wonder if that idea 
could be adapted for any HRO? The detector was active in the Phono 
position. But then, my view is, I'd rather leave a receiver stock, and 
just use a more appropriate one for sideband. My HQ-170 or 2-B are much 
better for SSB than the NC-98 or HRO. Why bother with the mod? Do any of 
us have "primary" receivers nowadays? I have a rotating operating bench! 
<grin> 


ul> The NC-183D is totally stock and looks like a new radio. When I leave 
ul> this plane of existance, my hope is that if there is no one who would 
ul> love the rig as much as me to take it, then I hope it goes to a museum 
ul> where it can be seen and enjoyed by many....I hope its a museum where 
ul> they'll let it work! The HRO-60 is in nearly as good shape, but, the 
ul> mods spoil my emotional involvement with it! 


I agree there, too. I have two Johnson Challengers which have 
had a toggle switch mounted to the front panel in stupid places, not 


even TRYING to make it look stock. But then, I suppose we don't regard 
our FT-890s as being future museum pieces, do we? 


As for a museum, Leo Meyerson (founder of WRL!) is working 
with the Western Heritage Museum in an amateur radio exhibit, that's 
apparently going well. You might want to contact him at 402-392-1708 
and talk. Make arrangements with your family such that the rigs go 
there....or to someplace else where they'll be appreciated. 


ul> I am not agaainst a simple tube sub, a change in a resistor or a cap, 
ul> or simple mods on a rig that might have been done by a factory as part 
ul> of a normal evouloution of a rig, it just that wholesale changes on 
ul> something collectible bother me a bit. 


Well, not everything was looked at as "collectible." Think of 
it...you have a 75A-3 and it's 1965. You dream of getting an S-line, but 
it's too much money... So you read QST or CQ and do some mods to your 
radio to make it perform better. You doubt anyone will want it after 
your death -- tubes are on their way out, right? -- so you get out the 
hand drill...... See what I mean? We're lucky to find rigs in stock 
condition. We're luckier to find them well cared for. And we're luckiest 
in that SPARE PARTS --- tubes --- are for the most part readily 
available. Try finding a CPU for your IC-735 in 1997. 


--Andy 
. IT am Bart of Borg. Assimilate my shorts! 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 02:20:45 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: More Heavy Metal Madness 


Well, I have heard the Racal RA-17's talked about, has anyone ever seen 
an RA-153A? I just acquired one about a week ago, its too big to fit int 
the rack that the R390, SPC-10, 513-4, CU-656, and speaker panels are in, 
its about 6 inches deeper than an R390 and has a seperate power supply, 
both units rack mounted take up as much vertical space as 2 R390's do! 


It's a huge dual channel receiver with a single master oscillator. It 
was used to do phase relationship measurements in direction finding 
applications and as a laboratory standard receiver. 


The unit uses a Wadley Loop as the frequency determining method. The Wadley 
method used a harmonic generator which produced oscillations in the 1 to 30 
megacycle range. (I1l use cycle if the manuals used cycle, the same for 
Hertz) 


If there is interest in a more thourough discussion of this rig, I will 


go thru the manual and describe its operation. I think the Yaesu FRG-7 
used a similar scheme as the Racal's loop and the ones I have had were 
real stable and decent radios, but alas, they didn't glow in the dark! 
So, let me know if you want me to post a description of the works of 
the rig and a discussion of how it is constructed. (Can you say cast 
aluminum?! !) 


I quit playing with solid state rigs because when I worked on them with 
the power applied, I couldn't trace the circuits with my bare fingers, I 
couldn't feel any voltage! 


CUL 


73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.148 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 20:39:01 1994 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 
Subject: More LC vs. Xtal/Mech. 


to: boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu 
Howdy. 


Jim Kearman's note re. preference for LC versus Xtal/mech filters doesn't 
Surprise me in the least; I found long ago that for psychoacoustic reasons I 
instinctively use my LC rigs much more than the others. 


Like Jim, I have the R-8 here, and at present, probably due to user conv- 
enience (even with the wierd ergonomics wired into the processor), it gets the 
lion's share of use at the moment. Consider that as options I also have within 
arm's reach an R-390A, a pair of R-390s (these are second place in use), an 
SP-600 (3rd place), a GPR-90, and a couple of stray LF / VLF radios (RBL and 
R-1134 / WRR-3). 


Most of my operation is RTTY and CW monitoring, and in both cases I know 
very well why the super filtered signal slicer (e.g., R-390A) is the least 
used. 


Simply put, crystal and mechanical filters ring when a signal hits them. 
CW copy isn't as pleasant on the R-390A, because the mech filters, and the 


100 Hz crystal filter (if switched in) ironically slice off QRM, while simult- 
aneously generating some of thier own! 


I've noticed in RTTY that error rates are slightly higher with the R-390A 
than with the R-390s or R-8; I would attribute this to the effects of ringing. 


Don't get me wrong tho, I'm definitely NOT knocking the R-390A; by ANY stan- 
dard it's an excellent bit of SWL / Ham weaponry, and far more sophisticated 
than most of us actually need! Nor am I knocking piezo- or magnitostrictive 
filtering; it definitely has it's place. For CW hamming, especially in a pile- 
up situation, the R-390A in 100 Hz position is my weapon of choice. It also 
gets used occasionally for RTTY under very crowded conditions; you can't beat 
those mech filter shape factors (VERY sharp skirts!) when the going gets tough! 


I guess all I'm really saying is that there's a lot less operator fatigue, 
especially under a pair of phones, with a radio with a good selection of R/C 
filtered bandwidths. 


Tom "Mr. T. Adams, K9TA 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 04:03:18 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: More Receiver Stuff 


Sorry that the mailer built into NOS and I don't understand each other 
real well, but, I am unable to cut parts of other messages and use them 
in my text. I will, though, attempt to answer some of the questions that 
I have read on the BA group's mailings. 


On the subject of the NC-183D versus th HRO-60's audio, for all extents 

and purposes they are the same. I took the Infinity RS-1000 speakers off 

the rigs and hooked them up to the Dynaco Stereo-70 (real amps glow in the 
dark, too!) that is connected to the other computer and the R390/URR. 

The Nationals now are connected to their matching speakers that use a single 
10 in. driver, same speakers, similar sound. 


I'll agree that there may be a way to increase the fidelity of the PP amp 
in these rigs, but, I have a real hard time with mods. If I were to grab 
something inside my Johnson Thunderbolt and have to operate from a more 
spiritual plane, would the next person to get mey gear be able to figure 
out what the heck was going on with a modified piece of gear? 


The HRO-60 has a product detector which used no external mods, but, has 

a switch inside ganged with the mode selector switch using a chain drive. 
It works as well as the rig is stable, but, I would trade it in a second 
for a stock rig in the same condition as mine. I have all the info on 

these mods and would be able to return the rig to original by back-tracking 
the info I have and may well do it someday. The gent who made the mod knew 
what he was doing so the radio was not messed up. 


The NC-183D is totally stock and looks like a new radio. When I leave this 
plane of existance, my hope is that if there is no one who would love the 
rig as much as me to take it, then I hope it goes to a museum where it can 
be seen and enjoyed by many....I hope its a museum where they'll let it 
work! The HRO-60 is in nearly as good shape, but, the mods spoil my 
emotional involvement with it! 


My 75A-4 is also some good "hams" mod project...it has had the front end 
modified with 7360 tubes in the first and second mixers, and a FET 
cascode RF amplifier. 

The rig is as hot as a pistol (maybe too hot on 75m), works well, and 
may hear better on the higher bands than stock. I am probably either 
going to trade the chassis to a friend of mine for a stock one or use 
his as a guide in returning my to original. ( I think my chassis is 
nicer than his and I know my case and faceplate are better ) 


The nicest product mod I have is one in one of my two 75A-3's. It plugs 
into the NBFM socket and has a shaft that extends thru a hole drilled in the 
front panel where the winged emblem was. 

There is and engraved formica plate that the shaft goes thru with markings 
for USB and LSB offsets. An not too intrusive AVC mod helps this rig work 
very well. The 3kce max bandwith (with the filters that I have) is a bit 
narrow for AM'ing on the ham bands but tuning to one side of center carrier 
can improve the tonal response. 


I am not agaainst a simple tube sub, a change in a resistor or a cap, or1r 
simple mods on a rig that might have been done by a factory as part of 

a normal evouloution of a rig, it just that wholesale changes on somrthing 
collectible bother me a bit. 


Hammarlund and Drake in the next note! 
Cheers! 


73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.20 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 06:38:00 1994 
From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org 
Subject: More Receiver Stuff 


Sorry that the mailer built into NOS and I don't understand each other 
real well, but, I am unable to cut parts of other messages and use them 
in my text. I will, though, attempt to answer some of the questions that 


I have read on the BA group's mailings. 


On the subject of the NC-183D versus th HRO-60's audio, for all extents 

and purposes they are the same. I took the Infinity RS-1000 speakers off 

the rigs and hooked them up to the Dynaco Stereo-70 (real amps glow in the 
dark, too!) that is connected to the other computer and the R390/URR. 

The Nationals now are connected to their matching speakers that use a single 
10 in. driver, same speakers, similar sound. 


I'll agree that there may be a way to increase the fidelity of the PP amp 
in these rigs, but, I have a real hard time with mods. If I were to grab 
something inside my Johnson Thunderbolt and have to operate from a more 
spiritual plane, would the next person to get mey gear be able to figure 
out what the heck was going on with a modified piece of gear? 


The HRO-60 has a product detector which used no external mods, but, has 

a switch inside ganged with the mode selector switch using a chain drive. 
It works as well as the rig is stable, but, I would trade it in a second 
for a stock rig in the same condition as mine. I have all the info on 

these mods and would be able to return the rig to original by back-tracking 
the info I have and may well do it someday. The gent who made the mod knew 
what he was doing so the radio was not messed up. 


The NC-183D is totally stock and looks like a new radio. When I leave this 
plane of existance, my hope is that if there is no one who would love the 
rig as much as me to take it, then I hope it goes to a museum where it can 
be seen and enjoyed by many....I hope its a museum where they'll let it 
work! The HRO-60 is in nearly as good shape, but, the mods spoil my 
emotional involvement with it! 


My 75A-4 is also some good "hams" mod project...it has had the front end 
modified with 7360 tubes in the first and second mixers, and a FET 
cascode RF amplifier. 

The rig is as hot as a pistol (maybe too hot on 75m), works well, and 
may hear better on the higher bands than stock. I am probably either 
going to trade the chassis to a friend of mine for a stock one or use 
his as a guide in returning my to original. ( I think my chassis is 
nicer than his and I know my case and faceplate are better ) 


The nicest product mod I have is one in one of my two 75A-3's. It plugs 
into the NBFM socket and has a shaft that extends thru a hole drilled in the 
front panel where the winged emblem was. 

There is and engraved formica plate that the shaft goes thru with markings 
for USB and LSB offsets. An not too intrusive AVC mod helps this rig work 
very well. The 3kc max bandwith (with the filters that I have) is a bit 
narrow for AM'ing on the ham bands but tuning to one side of center carrier 
can improve the tonal response. 


I am not agaainst a simple tube sub, a change in a resistor or a cap, orLr 
simple mods on a rig that might have been done by a factory as part of 

a normal evouloution of a rig, it just that wholesale changes on somrthing 
collectible bother me a bit. 


Hammarlund and Drake in the next note! 
Cheers! 


73 from Texas 

Rick Blank 
kid5sl@sat.ampr.org 
44.76.2.20 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 11:59:43 1994 
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (Daniel Wright) 
Subject: Multi Elmac power supplies 


Hello Everyone! ! 
I have just come into possession of a Multi Elmac AF67 and PMR-7... 
I don't have any power supplies and am too busy right now(lazy??) 
to build something up. I would like to purchase the proper power- 
supplies/cables/connectors if such is available. Any hints or leads 
or down-right offers would be greatly appreciated!! Thanks 

-Dan WAOJRD 

djw@unlinfo.unl.edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:43:25 1994 
From: junger@mtn.er.usgs.gov (John Unger) 
Subject: NC-125 manual 


I am in the processing of bring an old friend back to life, the 
NC-125 that my father bought for me as a reward for getting my 
General ticket back in the 50's. Unfortunately, the manual has 
gone missing. I would like to buy a replacement or would gladly 
pay for xeroxing costs, etc. for a copy. I hope it includes a 
schematic. 


73's -- John 
junger@mtn.er.usgs. gov 
(703) 648-6790 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 17:34:08 1994 
From: "Kearman, Jim" <jkearman@arrl.org> 


Subject: Nye "Black Master" Key 


Thanks to Kevin, KB9IUA, for helping to ID the second key I posted as a 
Nye-Viking Black Master. It's still available for $25, but the Brown Bros 
key is sold. 


73 


Jim, KR1S 
jkearman@arrl.org 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 01:15:18 1994 
From: rduflon@cup.portal.com 
Subject: R390 / R390A Items For Sale 


I've got the following items for sale: 


Operator's Manual, R-390A/URR. An original Army technical manual dated 
January 1961, 34 pages. This has very little technical meat, but does contain 
lots of pictures and line drawings. Covers basic operation. 

$7 postpaid or trade for R-390 Operators Manual. 


"Ballast Tube". Actually a current limiting resistor under glass. Amperite 
TJ311M01. Mil stock number 5905-681-4707. New in box, quantity available. 
$9 postpaid. 


Ray 
rduflon@cup.portal.com 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:11 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: R390A Super Audio 


JR> From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <ulowell!3mail.3com.com! Joe_Reda/HQ/3Com> 


JR> Or, buy a spare audio chassis from Fair Radio, and send it off to Bill 
JR> Kleronomos (spelling?) who 

JR> advertises in Electric Radio. He will do his audio mod on the chassis 
JR> and the results are quite 

JR> spectacular. He published the mod in a 1992 issue of ER; I tried it 
JR> and I'm quite pleased. 


I have been thinking about doing that mod myself. How tough was 
it, overall, and did you follow the directions exactly as described? 
Barry Wiseman said it was "the best communications receiver audio he'd 
ever heard." Can you agree with that? Does a local or strong SW 


broadcaster sound great on the 16 kHz position? 
--Andy 
P.S. -- I thought it sounded pretty good already! 

. That's about as rare as a Drake 1/4" mike jack! 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 20:52:03 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: R390A Super Audio 


"M> From: "Roy Morgan" <ulowell!speckle.ncsl.nist.gov!morgan> 


"M> How about pulling up any handy hi-fi amp, and feeding the audio from 
"M> your R-390 to it? You can't easily put an audio amp as good as an 
"M> old heath mono amp or whatever onto the R-390A audio module easily. 


Yeah, that's an option. I picked up a cute little Japanese audio 
tube amp at the last flea for $5 for just such a purpose..... Might try 
it sometime. At any rate, one of Fair's LS-166 8-600 Ohm transformers 
installed in my old Realistic 12" speaker did the trick, and that sounds 
fine. 


The R-390A is the ideal boatanchor test bed...plenty of spare 
parts, lots of documentation. If I was a real purist I'd check every 
component in the darn thing against specs...... I'm still kicking myself 
for not buying that Tektronix tube curve tracer I once saw at auction! 


--Andy 
REAL ham radios are painted WRINKLE BLACK and have CHROME TRIM. 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 11:23:17 1994 
From: "Menachem Galatz DC" <mgalatz@panix.com> 
Subject: Re: R390A Super Audio 


JR> From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <ulowell!3mail.3com.com! Joe_Reda/HQ/3Com> 


JR> Or, buy a spare audio chassis from Fair Radio, and send it off to Bill 
JR> Kleronomos (spelling?) who 

JR> advertises in Electric Radio. He will do his audio mod on the chassis 
JR> and the results are quite 

JR> spectacular. He published the mod in a 1992 issue of ER; I tried it 
JR> and I'm quite pleased. 


VV VV VV VV VV 


I have been thinking about doing that mod myself. How tough was 


>it, overall, and did you follow the directions exactly as described? 


Does anyone have a copy of this mod, and can it be printed here on the list? 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 12:35:08 1994 
From: "Menachem Galatz DC" <mgalatz@panix.com> 
Subject: R390A/R388 sensitivity 


I have read that the sensitivity of the R390A is rated 4 to 5 uV for a 10dB 
signal. The R388 is rated at 1uV for a 10dB signal. 


In reality, with everything considered between these 2 rigs, is the R388 
really more sensitive to weak signals? 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:56:03 1994 
From: staples@staples.lbl.gov (John Staples) 
Subject: Racal R1555/URR (RA6217A) parts needed 


Dear Fellow BA's, 


I am repairing a Racal R1555/URR, also known as the RA6217A receiver, 
the solid statement "replacement" for the R-390, and I need a couple 
of parts for it. This receiver is in a 3-1/2" high rack mount package, 
and has two mechanical counter dials on the front panel, one for the 
Megahertz and the other for kilohertz. There are two crank knobs 
controlling these dials. The coverage is 1 to 30 MHz. If anyone 

is parting out one of these, or knows a source of spare parts for one 
of these receivers, please let me know. 


I need a second mixer module, number A-01627, one or more of the 
crank tuning knobs, and a couple of the small coaxial front panel 
knobs (I think Fair Radio has some of these). In addition, my manual 
is missing the last few pages with the schematics 7-23 through 7-33. 


If anybody can help me with any of these wants, please let me know. 
Many thanks. 


John Staples, W6BM 
Berkeley 


staples@lbl. gov 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:02:47 1994 
From: staples@staples.lbl.gov (John Staples) 


Subject: Racal R1555/URR (RA6217A) parts needed 


Dear Fellow BA's, 


I am repairing a Racal R1555/URR, also known as the RA6217A receiver, 
the solid statement "replacement" for the R-390, and I need a couple 
of parts for it. This receiver is in a 3-1/2" high rack mount package, 
and has two mechanical counter dials on the front panel, one for the 
Megahertz and the other for kilohertz. There are two crank knobs 
controlling these dials. The coverage is 1 to 30 MHz. If anyone 

is parting out one of these, or knows a source of spare parts for one 
of these receivers, please let me know. 


I need a second mixer module, number A-01627, one or more of the 
crank tuning knobs, and a couple of the small coaxial front panel 
knobs (I think Fair Radio has some of these). In addition, my manual 
is missing the last few pages with the schematics 7-23 through 7-33. 


If anybody can help me with any of these wants, please let me know. 
Many thanks. 


John Staples, W6BM 
Berkeley 


staples@lbl. gov 

From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:57:37 1994 

From: David=Douglas%Sys=Msmt%Sys=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 

Subject: RBB info 

Fellow BA's, 

With thanks to Steve W5EGP, I am now owned by a nice RCA RBB low band 
receiver (pun intended). I would like to chat with anyone else who has an 
RBB, obtain historical information on the RBB type anchors, and get a 


schematic. I also would like to know if anyone has a PS for the RBB. 


Thanks, 
David KA5MSL 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 16:49:53 1994 
From: Emil Switzer <SWITZER+_E®%A1%Electromagnetic_Sciences@mcimail .com> 
Subject: RE REFLECTOR 

HOW DO I GET MY NAME ON THE BOATANCHORS REFLECTOR? 


73 


EMIL W1GGM/4 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:37:27 1994 
From: HAK1I%IC%DCPP@bangate.pge.com 
Subject: re:HRO coil I.D. help need 


Jim, 


All the coils for my HRO-W are the "J" prefix ie: JE, etc. and work with the 
456kc IF. The coils are a black crackle finish with a metal plate that has a 
frequency vs dial reading graph on the left and a chart on the right to log 
stations. The plate is all metal with no paper. None of the "J" series coils 
have the bandspread feature. The RAS-5 coils I possess have a metal frame and 
plastic window on the front covering a paper chart/graph. They are the same 
black crackle finish as the HRO-W coils. I hope this helps. 


Howard AD6Y 
hak1i@pge.com 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:26 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Receivers 


ul> From: ulowell!ki5sl.ampr.org!ki5sl1 
Excellent post! Glad to hear from another fan... 


ul> But, the audio out of 

ul> the NC-183D into an Infinity bookshelf speaker on strong SW statios, 
ul> is wonderful! The audio amplifier with its push-pull 6V6GT's has 

ul> enough output, fidelity, and clarity to really sound nice. But, you're 
ul> back to the problem of trying to find the stations on the GC dial. 

ul> The HRO-60 is a bit better, but, not in the league of the Collins 

ul> rigs and their 1KC dial resoloution. 


Sure can concur with that. My brother built me a combination sig 
gen/freq counter for me to use with the HRO-50 and it saved my SWLing 
chestnuts. The HRO uses 6V6s too, was that circuit similar to the 183? 
Also, did the 183 accept the NFM-83 Narrowband FM adapter plug-in? I 
wonder if the 6V6 audio circuit could be non-hack modified to give 
even better sound. 


ul> I am currently re-building the PTO in a TR-4. 


I'd definitely like to hear about that. It would make a great 
article in Electric Radio, too. They haven't even touched on the 4-line! 


ul> Heath had the SB-310 which was a SWL version of the SB-301. 


I have an SB-313 which was a great loaner receiver for my 
college-bound best friend. Alas, all transistors! I've never seen the 
tube SB-310 in person, though. 


ul> So, there are my thoughts on the subject and glad to see that there 
ul> are a group of folks out there who have as much fun with the real rigs 
ul> as I do. 


I think most of it is hearing those knobs give a reassuring 
CLICK when you change bands....or the perforated chassis! A real "boy's 
radio" I guess. Not this hi-tech miniature car stereo transceivers. 
Nothing really against them, though -- but it's great to keep old rigs 
running. 


--Andy 
. Bring back the Drake 4-line paint and cabinet scheme! :-) 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 12:34:42 1994 
From: "MELUCAS, MARC P." <MELUCAS@wsmc-mis.af£.mil> 
Subject: Santa Maria, CA 'Fest Report 


Gang- 


The annual Father's Day ‘fest in Santa Maria, CA was held yesterday, 
so here are some observations (this is by no means complete): 


Swan 700CX, beautiful shape, $360, unsold 

Hammarlund Super-Pro, good but dusty, $250, unsold 

Viking I w/VFO, good appearance, $75, unsold 

National NC-303, very good, $200, unsold 

Viking II w/VFO, good shape, $75, sold 

Collins 5133, nice front panel, w/o top cover, $80, sold 

Swan 500CX, nice panel, slight scratches, no P/S, $90, sold 
Gonset SB 100, nice shape, $150, someone offered $100, unsold 
Heath SB610 scope, ok shape w/manual, $100, unsold 

Swan ST-1(?) Antenna Tuner, excellent but dusty, $300, unsold 


That's just a list from memory. I was busy trying to sell off 
some of my own unwanted stuff, and was reasonably successful. I noticed 
some other collins S-Line equipment that looked great, but did not inquire 
about price; too tempting. A guy selling tubes near my table wanted $6 per 


6146, and $8 per 6146B. Another person had 1625's, a whole box, and wanted 
$3 each. I was able to get a tube type rack mount freq meter for $1, and in 
excellent shape. Someone else had 6LQ6's for $40 each. 


Got to have an enjoyable "eyeball" with Howard, AD6Y. Its great to 
meetsomeone from the list and put a face to the name. That's all I have for now, 
Howard may have observations on what he saw. 


Marc, KBOJPQ 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 15:34:56 1994 
From: JosephWP@aol.com 
Subject: SB-610 Wanted 


I am looking for a Heath SB-610. 
Must be in good condition. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 17:13:07 1994 
From: mmatteso@dg-webo.webo.dg.com (Mike Matteson) 
Subject: Silent Key equipment sale... 


Hi y'all, 
I was talking to Arline, N10MA, today on 2m while out 

at lunch on an errand. She mentioned that she is trying to sell 
off a lot of the gear her late husband accumulated during his many 
years as a ham. She said she had about 1200 tubes, some BA gear, 
a number of power supplies, a rackmount scope...some racks, etc.,etc. 
I offered to advertise on the BA mailing list for her, as she 
doesn't have access to the Internet. 

She is going to send me a list via the PO which I will type up 
and make available to anyone who is interested. 
...I doubt anyone other than local would be interested in the racks, 
but perhaps the tubes, power supplies, etc might get some takers. 
...SO if you are interested, e-mail me direct, or contact her 
(Arline - N1OMA) via mail...she's good in the callbook. 


--MikeM- - WB5IMJ 
Mike_Matteson@dg.com 
Westboro, MA. 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 17:58:33 1994 
From: "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu> 
Subject: Re: Silent Key equipment sale... 


It would be good to have the lighter weight stuff on the BA net. Tubes 
are of interest to everyone. 

Thanks for your efforts in this matter. 

73 Rhett George KE4HIH 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 13:47:07 1994 
From: wbrco@slacc.com 
Subject: SP-600 MODS 


With all the mods appearing on this feed, I'm wondering what I can do to 
my SP-600? I do have a manual and schematic. Also, does anybody else 
have probems with sensitivity when the bandwidth is at or less than 1.3 
kc? 


I know I'm opening a can of worms here, but pulling it out of it's 
cabinet is good exercise for the biceps....... 


Allen 
NOGOM 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:02:39 1994 
From: loul@ihlpm.att.com (Louis M Leciejewski +1 708 979 3382) 
Subject: RE: SPANMASTER 


>From: JOHN A. HYATT,ECDR, 150A, (5574) 


Subject: FLB 


My FLB (first little boatanchor) was, ca. 1962, a Knight-Kit 

Span Master. Thing had two (count ‘em, 2)tubes in a regenerative 
circuit, a titchy little bandspread dial, and reacted very 
vigorously to hand capacitance in a way which made running the thing 
a constant adventure. 


Anybody else out there in BA-land ever have one of these? Not something 
I'd recommend to any hamfest browser, but I do wonder if many of 
them ever got sold. As I recall the cost was around $25 for the kit... 


Yes, John, the SPANMASTER was my first radio too! It was a very popular 
starter radio in the late '50s from Allied Radio. Yes, you are correct 
on the price too...$25 I got tired of the radio pretty quick. My Dad 
bought me a Hammarlund HQ-105/TR a couple years after the SPANMASTER. I 
still have the SPANMASTER too (with original manual). I turned it on 


recently and it still works!! Someone told me it is a good collector 
item...but I dont know about that....Its kind of neat having your first 
rigs yet and they still work! 


-Lou 


WB9DKY 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:15:24 1994 
From: "Kearman, Jim" <jkearman@arrl.org> 
Subject: Spare Parts 


Electric Radio has a listing of people with parts rigs. It might be useful 
if those readers who had parts rigs occasionally posted the info here, too. 
For example, Fair Radio sells R-390 modules, but their prices are a little 
steep. Would owners of such rigs be interested in stocking a spare module or 
two, in case of sudden termination of oscillation in the future? 


What modules would you think are most needed? Don't email me; I'm already 
overloaded. Let's discuss this on the list. 


73 

Jim 

From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:56:03 1994 

From: "Kearman, Jim" <jkearman@arrl.org> 

Subject: Straight Keys 

I have a couple of extra straight keys: 

1. Brown Brothers, black wrinkle base, red Navy knob. 

2. Unknow mfr, black navy knob, sloping black wrinkle base. The base 
is hollow, containing a leaf switch, so there are no exposed 


terminals. Key the cathode of an 813 without risk of electrocution! 


$25 each + shipping 


Jim Kearman, KR1S 
jkearman@arrl.org 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 21:43:45 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Style and performance 


"R> From: "Ferranti Rick" <ulowell!atc.11.mit.edu!ferranti_rick> 


"R> Like the other triple-digit Halli's I've owned 
"R> (S-129, SX-111) it's singularly unimpressive; it's just not a fun radio 
"R> to fiddle with. 


I wondered if it was just me. Like I said before, Halligan 
capitalized on the low-end market. He got a LOT of radios in the hands 
of the people, but some of them didn't survive the years as well as 
certain others. I like the SX-100, and I like the looks of the SX-101A 
and associated ham rigs of that era.... But a lot of the other post-WWII 
Hallicrafters never say "buy me." National? Style: HRO, NC-183, etc. 
Hammarlund: SP-600, HQ-160 and above... Look great and did a pretty good 
job, too. But a lot of the Halli stuff looks too plain to me. 


"R> But I have to comment that the HQ-120X, and probably its postwar clone 
"R> the HQ-129X, and maybe some other Hammarlunds, actually switch the "L" 
"R> xand* the "C" for every band -- the tuning cap has up to six sections. 
"R> This means that the LC ratio is optimized for every band, so even the 
"R> general coverage dial markings are not all crowded or squashed as badly 
"R> at the high frequency end as is the case with the Halli's or Nationals. 
"R> Plus, the crystal filter in the -120X runs rings around anything 

"R> either National or especially Hallicrafters ever made; it's almost as 
"R> good as the one in the magical Collins 5134. 


I know what you mean, having DXed 60 meters on the HRO-50, which 
was taken up in about 1" of space or so it seems. I used to use the OSC 
control as a fine-tune! You needed to. Hey, with the 129-X, how do I set 
the bandspread? At the low or high end of the logging scale? I didn't 
see any blips on the GC dial or the bandspread dial. 


--Andy 


P.S. -- but I still love the NC-98 with the CITIES marked on the dial! A 
real thrill to a 12-year-old. 


. NUKE 3.910! 
From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 13:25:27 1994 


From: "NOVINGER Walt (SHINETO1)" <wnovinger@shl.com> 
Subject: subscribe 


please re-subscribe me 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 13:37:34 1994 
From: "THOMAS J. GUNTHER" <THOMAS_J._GUNTHER@ccmail.anatcp.rockwell.com> 
Subject: Subscribe 


Subscribe 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 04:53:16 1994 
From: X9OGALBRAIT1@wmich.edu 
Subject: SWAN must float away, hope to have a new B-A! 


All this talk of BA receivers has caused my addiction to flare once more! 


Swan 500 with P.S./Speaker (the p.s. with 120 and 220 taps on primary) 
Physically very good (minor scratches on case), clean front panel, a little 
chip on the VFO knob (plastipare special). 

Electrically also very good, different T/R relay than stock and a seperated 
audio output, plus I never found the caps for the P.S. so she hums a bit with 
the ‘phones on. 

With orig. manuals and a bit of collected dust from under use (she told me it 
was time to fly)...$150 so I can roam the general coverage dials of a BA 
receiver I've yet to find and (maybe real soon) can afford! 


Anyone got a BA GC rx to swap (up/down) ?? 


Four years of college (so far) and I'm addicted to glow in the dark 
radios-maybe that's the best way to quit smoking!? 


73, 
Chris, KA8WFC 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 19:22:46 1994 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 
Subject: SX-100 

to: boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu 


Greetings. 


There have been a lot of comments over the relative virtues of the S-100 
lately, so I thought I'd kick in my two cents worth. 


I played with a brand new one in high school at our club station, W9LBB. 


We were not amused. Nor were we impressed. 


First, the good news. After graduating from the Novice operating position, 
which used a much abused SX-28, the increase in sensitivity on 15 metres was 
most gratifying. 


Now, the bad news. On all bands, the SX-100 was about as stable as a five 
hundred foot tower made of 2" x 2" s! 


ANY minor vibration would set this thing wobbling around it's tuned freq- 
uency! This was annoying on SSB, but it made the radio useless on CW in the 
tighter selectivity settings. 


If I wanted to do anything other than listen to AM signals, I wouldn't take 
an SX-100 as a gift. 


On the other hand, I was amazed how much better the SX-101 was in this 
regard. Hallicrafter's finally got it together in mechanical design on this 
one. 


Too bad the SX-101 was ham band only (and the band coverage varied with 
which version you got; some covered 160 thru 10, others covered 80 thru 6). 
I could have really warmed up to a general coverage version of the '101. 


73's, 
Tom, KITA 


From ab4el.com Sat Jun 18 15:03:14 1994 
From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: SX-110, etc. 


I think the Hallicrafters are getting a bad press. The SX-101 and SX-115 are 
fairly nice boxes for the ham bands, and they xlookx like real radios. The 
SX-62A is the definitive AM broadcast DX box, with the huge dial and 4-gang 
tuning cap. It will also wake you up in an earthquake, at which point you can 
escape your home through the hole it makes in the wall. 


Hugh NV6H 
"We tell the neighbors they're for contacting spies. They won't believe 
anything else." 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 13:02:58 1994 
From: Ralph R Preston <Wolfster@world.std.com> 
Subject: T4B - R4X 


No one at the flea market seems to appreciate these anymore. So 
if anyone is interested in a pair, good condition, with MS-4, orig 
manuals, for $275.00 plus shipping (I'd rather not), E-mail me! In case 
of more than one interest, I'll go down the list of interested parties in 
the order they arrive (chonologically) at my "gateway". 


KK IKK KKK KIKI IKI KKK III KIKI KIKI KIKI III IKI III IIIA KIA IAAI AKA 
Ralph R Preston WO1F 
formerly: KA1RZP 


Wolfster@world.std.com 


Murphy's golden rule: 
He who has the gold makes the rules. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 16:08:03 1994 
From: CHRIS _ PRUSSING <RMCP@tundra.alaska.edu> 
Subject: test 


Hi Anyone- 

Is this #!*i#! mail server delivering outgoing posts? Did one Subject: 
Fixing Up Nice Old Radios Update appear 6/18 anywhere? 

Jim Dillon RMCP@Tundra.Alaska. Edu 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:52:47 1994 
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys) 


Subject: That First Lil' Anchor..... Revisited..... 

> 

> My first BA was an old Howard receiver. Great for SWLing and listening 
> to all of 40m at the same time! :-) I kept it in my '‘'shack' which was 
> an old tool shed behind my folk's house. I think I was 11 or 12 at the time 
> and spent many an hour listening. I had a stack of old QST's and 

> wished really hard for an ARC 5 (This was in 1976 but the old stuff 

> was all I was exposed to - didnt know about all that fancy solid 

> state stuff - plus the ARC 5 looked neat) 

> 

> My first transmitter was 14 years later - a DX100B - hardly a lil 

> anchor..... 

> 

> 73's de AAQIL 

> Mike Kana 


KKKKKKKKKKKEKKAKIEKKKKKAKKEKKAKKEKKAEK KAKA KAKA AKIEKKAKKEKKEKKEKKKAK KEK 
Old Tales of Howards, ARC-5s, and Ham Wannabes..... Revisited: 
KKKKKAKKKKKEKKAKKEKK EKA KKK AKA KIEKKAEK KAKA KK KKKAKAEKKAKKEKKEKKEKKKEKK KK 


Gentle Boatanchorites, crank the dial back into a time of perhaps 1955 
or so, when Sputnik had yet to be invented, and Korea was just settled. 
A small tale of my old boatanchor will I tell..... 


Mine was also an venerable old Howard, from about 1940 or 1946 or so. 

It was the pits to listen to, but stirred great dreams within the 
travels of my mind. The whole band and even its images were generously 
distributed across the dial.... a long sliderule affair of goodly length. 


It was the middle of the line but not the top of the line model. 
It worked, but was the AC 5 tube *‘All American'' lineup of short 
wave receivers of the period. I don't remember it even having a 
plate transformer, althought that was a long, long time ago..... 


My OM, a long time sparks, brought it home one time when I was about 
8-10 years old. We used to listen to it on a little round table with 
real ‘‘tin can'' head fones. I think, in the bottom of my heart, that 
my OM still had a hankering to get back out to to the great reaches 
sea, and ply the waves, but was beginning to get a bit settled into 
family life at age 53 or so. I, later in high school, dismembered the 
old Howard so that I could **see how it worked'' (a ham wannabe for 
sure but still woefully dense between the grey matter receivers then). 
Alas, I could not get it back together, and Dad was disinterested in 
it at that time since it was a rather poor receiver to begin with. 

It did make a fine addition to my junk box parts, as did almost all 

of the family's table radios and old tv sets of one sort or another. 


One other time, he brought home an ARC-5 3-6 mhz receiver with a little 
AC supply built onto the dynamotor deck. It was great fun to listen to, 
and I played with it all through junior high. Bach then, AM was still 
KING, and the wannabe still did not have much of an idea of what the 
code was...... (but the OM could read that funny morse sounding stuff 
like the wind.... ahh, I envied him, for sure). Many an afternoon 

and evening was spent rolling the dial carefully from one end to the 
other. I usually just listened to the SW stations and the ham fone 
stations that I could hear at either end of the dial. Alas, it was 
finally returned to its owner and the ham wannabe was left to flounder 
for a time-to-be that would be later into the future..... 


73 Bob NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


*x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KIKI IK KIKI KIKI KI KKK III II III III I IKK IKI III IKI IKI III III III IIIA III III IIIA KK 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 
x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KK KI KKK KKK III KI KKK KIKI KIKI KI III IKK III III KIKI III KKK IIIA III IIIA III KKK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KK KI KKK KKK III KI KKK III IK IKK III KIKI III IKI KIKI III KIKI III IK III IIIA IIIA IK KK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 15:43:18 1994 
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys) 


Subject: That First Lil’ Anchor..... Revisited..... 

> 

> My first BA was an old Howard receiver. Great for SWLing and listening 
> to all of 40m at the same time! :-) I kept it in my '‘'shack' which was 
> an old tool shed behind my folk's house. I think I was 11 or 12 at the time 
> and spent many an hour listening. I had a stack of old QST's and 

> wished really hard for an ARC 5 (This was in 1976 but the old stuff 

> was all I was exposed to - didnt know about all that fancy solid 

> state stuff - plus the ARC 5 looked neat) 

> 

> My first transmitter was 14 years later - a DX100B - hardly a lil 

> anchor..... 

> 

> 73's de AAQIL 

> Mike Kana 

> 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Old Tales of Howards, ARC-5s, and Ham Wannabes..... Revisited: 
KKKKKAKKKKAEKKA KIARA KKAKKEK KAKA KEK KAKA KK AKKKKIKKAKKEAKEKKEKEK KKK 


Gentle Boatanchorites, crank the dial back into a time of perhaps 1955 
or so, when Sputnik had yet to be invented, and Korea was just settled. 
A small tale of my old boatanchor will I tell..... 


Mine was also an venerable old Howard, from about 1940 or 1946 or so. 

It was the pits to listen to, but stirred great dreams within the 
travels of my mind. The whole band and even its images were generously 
distributed across the dial.... a long sliderule affair of goodly length. 


It was the middle of the line but not the top of the line model. 
It worked, but was the AC 5 tube **All American'' lineup of short 
wave receivers of the period. I don't remember it even having a 
plate transformer, althought that was a long, long time ago..... 


My OM, a long time sparks, brought it home one time when I was about 
8-10 years old. We used to listen to it on a little round table with 
real ‘‘tin can'' head fones. I think, in the bottom of my heart, that 
my OM still had a hankering to get back out to to the great reaches 
sea, and ply the waves, but was beginning to get a bit settled into 
family life at age 53 or so. I, later in high school, dismembered the 
old Howard so that I could ‘*see how it worked'' (a ham wannabe for 
sure but still woefully dense between the grey matter receivers then). 
Alas, I could not get it back together, and Dad was disinterested in 
it at that time since it was a rather poor receiver to begin with. 

It did make a fine addition to my junk box parts, as did almost all 

of the family's table radios and old tv sets of one sort or another. 


One other time, he brought home an ARC-5 3-6 mhz receiver with a little 
AC supply built onto the dynamotor deck. It was great fun to listen to, 
and I played with it all through junior high. Bach then, AM was still 
KING, and the wannabe still did not have much of an idea of what the 
code was...... (but the OM could read that funny morse sounding stuff 
like the wind.... ahh, I envied him, for sure). Many an afternoon 

and evening was spent rolling the dial carefully from one end to the 
other. I usually just listened to the SW stations and the ham fone 
stations that I could hear at either end of the dial. Alas, it was 
finally returned to its owner and the ham wannabe was left to flounder 
for a time-to-be that would be later into the future..... 


73 Bob NA4G 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAAKK 


x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KI KII KKK KKK IIIA IKK KIKI III IKK IIIA KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III IAAI IIIA IKARIA 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KK II KKK KKK III KIKI KIKI III IKK III KIKI III III IKI III III III IIIA III IAI IIIA IK IK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KI KII KKK KKK IIIA KIKI IKI KIKI III IKI III III III III III III III IK III IIIA KIKI KK 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 09:54:22 1994 
From: "Roy Morgan" <morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 
Subject: The Gasbag Fleet's Radios + 1 yarn 


On Thu, 16 Jun 94 19:37 CDT, 
TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu <TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu> wrote: 


> I'm not really sure but I think I saw a GO-9 transmitter (the GO stuff all 


>got surplussed out before I got into BA chasing). 


I'm proud owner of a GO-9. ‘Got it from my "elmer" professor of EE 
when I was a Sophomore at Tufts. Original documentation, too. 
Anybody got an 800 cycle 115 volt supply? 


> I for one would love to hear gasbag yarns. 


I've got a yarn, too: The commanding officer of the Helicopter 
squadron I was in had flown in blimps many years before. I asked him 
how fast they went. He said that they'd go about 45 knots at 

fast cruise, but if the head wind was 40 knots, it could actually 
take an extra day or more to get back to the base. 


Some one remarked, "Of course you had airspeed indicators..." 


"Oh, no," he said, "we carried a calendar." 


Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From ab4el.com Sun Jun 19 23:47:31 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


Here's the text of a message I just sent out on the Fido SHORTWAVE echo. 


Well, I tuned in in the middle of your conversation so I don't 

know if you are a casual SWL, SW DXer, or a ham... Depending on which 
you are, or will be, makes a difference as to which receiver might be 
best. 


Here are some of my favorites, based on my own experience and 
using the receivers of friends. It's not in any order.... 


1) Collins R-390A. Huge military radio, very popular and very complex. 
Digital mechanical readout to the kHz or better. Mechanical 

filters, and it has bandwidths of 16-8-4-2-1-0.1 kHz! You WILL 

need the military maintenance manual to keep this aligned and 
performing up to par. A joy for listening when it works right. 

Pretty common and can still be found for $150-300 depending on 
condition. 


2) Hallicrafters SX-100. 1950/60s era general coverage receiver. Very 


nice styling, and a reasonable performer. 


3) National HRO-50 or -60. Super styling, the Cadillac of 1950s radios 
from National. Hammertone grey finish and the large HRO style 
"micrometer" dial which gives a 0-500 logging scale. 

Drawbacks: requires plug-in coil units, so make sure you get at 

least the ABCD ones for SW. EF are for broadcast band, and 

there are others for ham bandspread and longwave. Tuning rather 

tight for shortwave bands...6.0 to 6.1 is about 1/4" apart! But 

a classic anyway with nice audio. 


4) Hammarlund HQ-180 (or -A). Fine looking and performing Hammarlund 
radio. The 170 is the ham band model in the same styling. 


5) Drake R-4, R-4A, R-4B, R-4C. These cover the ham bands plus 500 
kHz ranges of your choice when you get crystals. These can 

be expensive ($12 each) so try to find one with SWBC crystals 
installed. Fairly common and prices range from $100-$250. The 

R-4C is a better ham receiver but it allows 15 extra ranges as 
opposed to the 10 in the earlier models. Up to the R-4B, you 

get filters of 4.8, 2.4, 1.2, and 0.4 kHz. Passband tuning and 

a great notch filter. All-around a great performer and readout 

to the kHz. Still in use and you will probably find one which 

was well cared for. 


6) Technical Materiel Corporation GPR-90. A bit hard to find and 
prices seem high right now. This is a nice receiver from the 
50s. General coverage plus bandspread on the ham bands, nice 
audio. My best friend heard the Falkland Islands Broadcasting 
Station when they were on 2370 with 1 kW on the GPR-90. 


7) Hammarlund SP-600. Military radio, massive, nice audio. Not as good 
as the R-390A and lacks some nice features on the HQ-180. Some 

do prefer it though. Some models have a bank for tuning preset 
frequencies with crystals. 


8) Racal RA-17. Complex English receiver..... not too common in this 
country but it's supposed to be a good performer. 


9) Drake SW-4 or SW-4A. Similar to the R-4 but lacks a lot of 
features. It gives you most of the shortwave bands but no ham 
coverage. The SW-4A also has broadcast band and longwave 
coverage. Lacks a BFO, and has only one filter. A nice little 
casual SWL rig. 


10) Collins R-388 (513-4). Military general coverage pre-R390A and 
with the same black cabinet and triangular dial escutcheon 
style as the famous 75A ham receiver series. A nice performer 


with 1 kHz readout. Some prefer it to the 390. Has crystal 
filters. 


WHEW! That took some thinking! I'm sure others would have much 

to add....I love the tube rigs and would enjoy conversation along 

those lines again. A good place to find such rigs is at the ham swap 
meets. Bring a knowledgeable person with you. Be sure to try out the 
radio before you commit to anything, and examine it carefully. It's 
easy to tell a junker from a well-treated radio. Like I said above, the 
Drake stuff seems to be pretty well taken care of, and still enjoyed by 
the hams even today. (Drake is of course still in business with the R-8 
and SW-8 but alas no TR-8.) Good luck in your search and let us know 
what you get! 


--Andy 
. Go to an antique radio swap meet and see all the Tube Boobs! 
From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 20:53:27 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Top Ten Tube Receivers 
ul> From: ulowell!aol.com! JosephwP 
>>> 


ul> 10) Collins R-388 (513-4). 
>>> 


ul> The R-388 and the 514-4 are not the same set. The R-388 is a 51]J-3. 
ul> The R-388A is the 5143-4. The 513-4 has mechanical filters, the 51J-3 
ul> does not. 


I knew that...I shouldn't have made it look like they were 
identical. Funny, though, I've seen a lot more R-388s and 51J-4s for 
sale than 388As or 513-3s! Wonder why that is? 


ul> Also, I would add to your list the Collins 51S-1. It is a wonderful 


ul> set - full frequency coverage from .5 - 30 Mcs, with mechanical filters 


ul> for usb/1lsb (option to add 6 kc AM filter). Excellent notch filter. 
ul> Very stable with readout to1 kc. 


I would agree with that, and I completely forgot about the 
51S-1. Though for serious SW DXing, I would prefer the 75S-3C with SW 
crystals. Seems there are more "tweaks" in that one, like passband 
tuning -- if I remember right. I don't suppose you have the 55G-1 
preselector, too? <grin> 


--Andy 


Do they call your Johnson an "Invader," too? 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 09:29:13 1994 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


A few comments on your list: 


>>> 
10) Collins R-388 (513-4). 
>>> 


The R-388 and the 51J-4 are not the same set. The R-388 is a 51J-3. The 
R-388A is the 513-4. The 5143-4 has mechanical filters, the 513-3 does not. 


Also, I would add to your list the Collins 515-1. It is a wonderful set - 
full frequency coverage from .5 - 30 Mcs, with mechanical filters for usb/lsb 
(option to add 6 kc AM filter). Excellent notch filter. Very stable with 
readout toi kc. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 10:50:35 1994 
From: "Menachem Galatz DC" <mgalatz@panix.com> 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


10) Collins R-388 (513-4). Military general coverage pre-R390A and 
with the same black cabinet and triangular dial escutcheon 

style as the famous 75A ham receiver series. A nice performer 

with 1 kHz readout. Some prefer it to the 390. Has crystal 
filters. 


VV VV V 


Can anyone care to itemize the pros and cons of the R390A versus the R388? 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 12:17:59 1994 
From: rdkeys@csemail (R. D. Keys) 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


10) Collins R-388 (513-4). Military general coverage pre-R390A and 
with the same black cabinet and triangular dial escutcheon 

style as the famous 75A ham receiver series. A nice performer 

with 1 kHz readout. Some prefer it to the 390. Has crystal 


VV VV VV 
VV VV 


> > filters. 

> 

> 

> Can anyone care to itemize the pros and cons of the R390A versus the R388? 
> 


I use both. 


The calibration is good on both. The R390 is digital mechanical dial 
while the R388 is linear analog mechanical dial. Both are very fine. 
The R388 is much smoother tuning, while the R390 causes one to develop 
what is akin to the ‘‘Harley Leg'' of bikers --- *‘Collins Wrist''. 
The tuning on the R390 is very good, but very heavy and requires a lot 
of wrist action to move around very much. An R388 is much easier to 
move around in frequency. 


The filters are good on both. The R390 is xtal as is the R388, but the 
R390A is mechanicl is is the 51-J civilian counterpart of the R388. 

Take your pick, since it is not much of a choice..... Both properly used 
and in correct alignment are about the same. The skirt selectivity 

on the R390A is steeper, but not that much more so. 


The R388 is a piece of cake to work on. 


The R390 is a beast to work on, especially if you have to do complex 
alignments of dial resyncronization if the gears get out of sync. 

YOU MUST HAVE THE PROPER MAINTENANCE MANUALS TO SERVICE THE R390 SERIES 
RECEIVERS, OR YOU WILL SCREW THEM UP, I guarantee. The R388s are servicable 
with just the schematic diagram if you know what you are doing (i.e., know 
how to properly align a xtal filter receiver --- and it is amazing how 

many people do not know how to properly align one....). But it is always 
best to have the complete manuals for either of these receivers, if you 
ever are going to service it other than operator or field maintenance level 
service. Most of us boatanchor types should be able to operator/field 
maintain our gear without too much trouble. Depot level maintenance is 
another matter..... manuals are always required, as well as the correct 
test equipment and chassis cabling (if needed). The R390 NEEDS a set of 
chassis patch breakout cables to properly align the beast. To date, I 

know of no-one who has same, including me, although I have made up one 

or two, as needed. A complete set is very rare..... 


For general use, I prefer the R388 over the R390, but that is because I 
traverse the bands rather broadly. If you tend to listen to just a few 
frequencies, the R390 is fine. If you traverse great spans of frequencies, 
you may be happier with the R388 or even an SP600IX. 


Good Luck... 


Bob 
NA4G 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 13:14:44 1994 
From: lewisd@grassman.gvg.tek.com (Lewis Dobbins) 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Jun 19 21:21:35 1994 
From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Date: Sat, 18 Jun 1994 22:00:00 -0500 

Subject: Top Ten Tube Receivers 

To: boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu 

Content-Length: 4048 


VV VV VV VV 


Here's the text of a message I just sent out on the Fido SHORTWAVE echo. 


Vv 


Well, I tuned in in the middle of your conversation so I don't 

know if you are a casual SWL, SW DXer, or a ham... Depending on which 
you are, or will be, makes a difference as to which receiver might be 
best. 


Here are some of my favorites, based on my own experience and 
using the receivers of friends. It's not in any order.... 


1) Collins R-390A. Huge military radio, very popular and very complex. 
Digital mechanical readout to the kHz or better. Mechanical 

filters, and it has bandwidths of 16-8-4-2-1-0.1 kHz! You WILL 

need the military maintenance manual to keep this aligned and 
performing up to par. A joy for listening when it works right. 

Pretty common and can still be found for $150-300 depending on 
condition. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV OV 


Yes! This has to be the the "A" version however. The Collins filters 
are the only way. I have played with many of the new quote 
"Communications Radios" and they do not hold a candle to the 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV WV 


R-390A/URR. The selectivity is far superior. I am still surprised that 
there is not a 4KHz filter out there today. 


2) Hallicrafters SX-100. 1950/60s era general coverage receiver. Very 
nice styling, and a reasonable performer. 


3) National HRO-50 or -60. Super styling, the Cadillac of 1950s radios 
from National. Hammertone grey finish and the large HRO style 
"micrometer" dial which gives a 0-500 logging scale. 

Drawbacks: requires plug-in coil units, so make sure you get at 

least the ABCD ones for SW. EF are for broadcast band, and 

there are others for ham bandspread and longwave. Tuning rather 

tight for shortwave bands...6.0 to 6.1 is about 1/4" apart! But 

a classic anyway with nice audio. 


4) Hammarlund HQ-180 (or -A). Fine looking and performing Hammarlund 
radio. The 170 is the ham band model in the same styling. 


5) Drake R-4, R-4A, R-4B, R-4C. These cover the ham bands plus 500 
kHz ranges of your choice when you get crystals. These can 

be expensive ($12 each) so try to find one with SWBC crystals 
installed. Fairly common and prices range from $100-$250. The 

R-4C is a better ham receiver but it allows 15 extra ranges as 
opposed to the 10 in the earlier models. Up to the R-4B, you 

get filters of 4.8, 2.4, 1.2, and 0.4 kHz. Passband tuning and 

a great notch filter. All-around a great performer and readout 

to the kHz. Still in use and you will probably find one which 

was well cared for. 


6) Technical Materiel Corporation GPR-90. A bit hard to find and 
prices seem high right now. This is a nice receiver from the 
50s. General coverage plus bandspread on the ham bands, nice 
audio. My best friend heard the Falkland Islands Broadcasting 
Station when they were on 2370 with 1 kW on the GPR-90. 


I really think that you should move this one a little higher up on your 
list. This another of the finest recievers in the world. I have used 
(have or had) everything on your list at one time or another. I still 
have a GPR-90 with the TMC sidband adapter and use it with the rest of 
my TMC HF station (GSB-1, etc). I agree that this has the best audio 
too but then again I process all of the audio I use. 


7) Hammarlund SP-600. Military radio, massive, nice audio. Not as good 
as the R-390A and lacks some nice features on the HQ-180. Some 

do prefer it though. Some models have a bank for tuning preset 
frequencies with crystals. 


8) Racal RA-17. Complex English receiver..... not too common in this 
country but it's supposed to be a good performer. 


9) Drake SW-4 or SW-4A. Similar to the R-4 but lacks a lot of 
features. It gives you most of the shortwave bands but no ham 
coverage. The SW-4A also has broadcast band and longwave 
coverage. Lacks a BFO, and has only one filter. A nice little 
casual SWL rig. 


10) Collins R-388 (513-4). Military general coverage pre-R390A and 
with the same black cabinet and triangular dial escutcheon 

style as the famous 75A ham receiver series. A nice performer 

with 1 kHz readout. Some prefer it to the 390. Has crystal 
filters. 


WHEW! That took some thinking! I'm sure others would have much 

to add....I love the tube rigs and would enjoy conversation along 

those lines again. A good place to find such rigs is at the ham swap 
meets. Bring a knowledgeable person with you. Be sure to try out the 
radio before you commit to anything, and examine it carefully. It's 
easy to tell a junker from a well-treated radio. Like I said above, the 
Drake stuff seems to be pretty well taken care of, and still enjoyed by 
the hams even today. (Drake is of course still in business with the R-8 
and SW-8 but alas no TR-8.) Good luck in your search and let us know 
what you get! 


--Andy 


VVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


. Go to an antique radio swap meet and see all the Tube Boobs! 


points. I am just curious what people think? Also If anybody has any 
spare RBC power supplies and/or cables they would like to part 


73 
Lew 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Lewis M. Dobbins Test Engineer 


Grass Valley Group Inc. Operations Engineering 

Box 1114 M/S N4-2E Voice: 916-478-4064 

Grass Valley, CA Fax: 916-478-4194 

95945 E-Mail: lewisd@grassman.gvg.tek.com 
WD6GIR VAX: Dobbins@gvg47 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 10:04:18 1994 
From: JosephWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


>>> 

would agree with that, and I completely forgot about the 

51S-1. Though for serious SW DXing, I would prefer the 75S-3C with SW 
crystals. Seems there are more "tweaks" in that one, like passband 
tuning -- if I remember right. 

>>> 


Actually no, the 75S-3B does not have passband tuning. What you would get is 
a little smoother tuning. It takes more turns of the 75S-3B's tuning knob to 
traverse a set part of the spectrun than with the 51S-1. Also there is no 
variable BFO - some find that a disadvantage on CW. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 12:45:26 1994 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


>>> 

would agree with that, and I completely forgot about the 

51S-1. Though for serious SW DXing, I would prefer the 75S-3C with SW 
crystals. Seems there are more "tweaks" in that one, like passband 
tuning -- if I remember right. 

>>> 


Actually no, the 75S-3B does not have passband tuning. What you would get is 
a little smoother tuning. It takes more turns of the 75S-3B's tuning knob to 
traverse a set part of the spectrun than with the 51S-1. Also there is no 
variable BFO - some find that a disadvantage on CW. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 14:21:36 1994 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 
Subject: Re: Top Ten Tube Receivers 


>>> 

would agree with that, and I completely forgot about the 

51S-1. Though for serious SW DXing, I would prefer the 75S-3C with SW 
crystals. Seems there are more "tweaks" in that one, like passband 
tuning -- if I remember right. 

>>> 


Actually no, the 75S-3B does not have passband tuning. What you would get is 
a little smoother tuning. It takes more turns of the 75S-3B's tuning knob to 
traverse a set part of the spectrun than with the 51S-1. Also there is no 
variable BFO - some find that a disadvantage on CW. 


Joseph + 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 15:21:46 1994 
Subject: Re: US/Russian Crystal 
From: Grover Cleveland <groverc@gvgadg.gsvg.tek.com> 


Hi Jim, 


I got the GRC-109 set on the air but have yet to talk to anyone. 
I'm going to play with it during FD with my one xtal (7140). 


I have a crystal here which is probably not rare. It has the FT-243 

pin spacing but the holder is shorter and the plate is on the top. 

Label reads: 

BLILEY ELECTRIC CO. TYPE AX2 7226.4 KC Made in Erie, PA., U.S.A. 
What is the vintage of this? 

73 

Grover 

p.s. I was surprised to see that the R-1004 rcvr was made by Hammarlund. 


What is the vintage of this GRC-109 stuff? 


From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 20:51:46 1994 


From: Andy.Wallace@f£278.n324.z1.fidonet.org (Andy Wallace) 
Subject: Windex on dials...NOT! 


ul> From: Nick England <ulowell!cs.unc.edu!nick> 


ul> What am I missing ? You said: 

ul> " (Obviously no Windex!!!!!)" 

ul> but I have used Windex on HQ-110, 170, 180A dials (and others) with no 
ul> problems - or should I expect all the little numbers to fall off ina 
ul> year or so. 


If they haven't come off now they'll be all right. But some 
radios had dials printed with a material that Windex or any solvent -- 
sometimes even WATER -- will take off. I've heard the Collins 75A and 
32V rectangular dials are especially delicate. Use care when cleaning 
them, and test on a small area before committing yourself. Use a light 
touch, too! 


My NC-98 did clean up well with Windex, though, but that's 
probably because the dial is embossed and painted from the back so the 
paint is deep and protected. 

--Andy 
. TOO many radios? Too little room. Too many radios? Too little room. 
From ab4el.com Mon Jun 20 18:25:34 1994 


From: Hugh D. Stegman <driver8@red-eft.la.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: Yet more Drake 


Bob writes: 


>[trouble frequency grazing with the R4's] 


This is why we buy digital riceboxes. I have one, soon to be two, and they 
make great spotting rx's, then you call in the awesome power of the Drake. 


Though you do learn to stick one finger on the outside of the Drake tuning 
knob, like an idler roller, and crank the thing frantically while peaking 
the preselector with the other hand. For your typical ham band segment, not 
a problem. 


[nor is the R-4 audio all that terrific. ] 
It really isn't. I have the hum problem you mention, though with the MS-4 


there's not much bass anyway. CW sounds great, especially on phones, but 
for broadcast AM there's just not a lot of there there. 


Contests are great with the 4-line. Like the guy says, you just don't get 
tired. 


Hugh NV6H 
"CQ FD DE NV6H NV6H FD K- - DE NV6H 5NNLAX BK R TU QRZ FD? NV6H K" 


From ab4el.com Tue Jun 21 09:39:55 1994 

From: Selling lamps and chairs to San Bernadino squares 
<burden_d@oass.enet.dec.com> 

Subject: Zenith console 


I haven't done much posting mainly because my two boatanchors work quite nicely 
(Hammarlund HQ-100A and Zenith Trans Oceanic) and I haven't been actively 
searching for a 'new' radio. Until yesterday.... 


We bought a Zenith console that I can only describe as a mooring (as opposed to 
a boat anchor....) 


It's an AM and SW up to 16mHz with the following info: 


105689 (possible model number) 
A359119 (serial number) 
1051 (or 10B1) Chassis number 


100 watts 
Tubes listed as: 


6V6G (x2) 
6J5G (x3) 
6F5G 
6K7G 
5Y4G 
7G7-1232 
6A8G 


The cabinet is roughly 3.5-4 feet tall, 2 feet wide and 18 inches deep. The 
speaker is 12-15" in diameter with ‘Special Zenith 49B416' on it. 


I have not fired it up yet, the tubing belt is missing and the tone controls 
and band switching buttons need work. 


Anyone have an idea on the age of this beast or any other info on it? 


Thanks 
Dave 


